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The Desperate Days 
~ By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


H® gives us faith for the desperate days, 

When the drifting clouds begin, 

And the fog of a veiled uncertitude 
Creeps up on the soul within. 


He gives us peace in the desperate days, 
When men’s hearts fail for fear, 


When the mart is pillaged by hands of 
blood, 


And the breadwinner’s heart is sere. 


He gives us joy in the desperate days, 
Though many a face is lined 

With furrows plowed by the shard of paiff, 
Ere the warrant of death be signed. 


He gives us grace for the desperate days, 
When our dearest still would pay 
For the laugh and the thrill and the red, 
red cup, 


The price of a pleasure~mad day. 


He gives us hope in the desperate days, 
The hope of the midnight cry, — 

Oh, our heads lift up and our hearts are glad 
As the Coming One draws nigh ! 


ye 
A Soldier's Head-Gear 


Christianity is a fighting religion. And 
it is the only religion that can truthfully 
guarantee victory to all its soldiers. It is, 
of course, not a “religion” at all, but a 
Person, who is not only the Saviour but 
also the Lord and the Life of all who re- 
ceive him. He is, for all such, “the cap- 
tain of their salvation” (Heb. 2:10). He 
appeared to Joshua as “a man... with 
his sword drawn in his hand,” and he an- 
nounced, “as captain of the host of the 
Lord am I now come” (Josh. 5:13, 14). 
So the old hymn, “Onward, Christian sol- 
diers,”: is entirely Scriptural, for “the Son 
of God goes forth to war.” Dr. David 


M’Intyre quotes, in the Keswick Calendar, 
the caustic remark of an old writer that 
“salvation is not a night-cap but a helmet.” 
The soldiers in the World War learned 
the life-saving value of steel helmets; and 
the Christian has head-gear more impreg- 
nable than steel. There is plenty of fight- 
ing to be done. “The Sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God, is the one of- 
fensive weapon; no other is needed, 10 
other is of value.” And as we “fight the 
good fight of faith,” let us never forget 
that “in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.” 


2 
The Undergirding 


Difficult times discover more riches 
than easy times. We are all too liable to 
think it very strange that this fiery trial 
is trying us, “as though some strange thing 
happened” unto us (1 Pet. 4:12). Yet 
this very trial, with its exceeding severity, 
can discover a wonderful blessing to us if 
we will but let it—that is, if we will but 
let Him. A hard-pressed friend of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs writes in a per- 
sonal letter to the Editor: “I have more 
than once in times past been pressed down 
so hard: that I went clean through the 
cushioning circumstances to contact with 
the undergirding ‘everlasting arms’ and 
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found rest in material despair — been 
backed clear through the wall into a realm 
of peace.” Cushioning circumstances may 
be very pleasant for a while; but they 
cannot compare with the restfulness of the 
Everlasting Arms. If everything else has 
now given way, and only those Everlasting 
Arms are left, how safe we are! 


2 
Meeting With God 


God is eager to meet with us in new 
and precious ways. While, in the person 
of his Son and the Holy Spirit, he is al- 
ways with his children, yet in a real sense 
it is our wonderful privilege to meet with 
him anew, from time to time, in prayer or 
Bible study or other forms of communion. 
Such meetings with God are vital if we 
would minister most effectively in his name. 
Dr. James M. Gray said recently, in con- 
versation with a friend: “If a man is 
going out in the name of God, he must go 
out from the sacred presence of God.” 
And Dr. Gray quoted from Andrew Bonar: 
“It is one thing to bring truth from the 
Bible, and another to bring it from God 
himself through the Bible.” While the 
Bible is always the actual, divine, and God- 
breathed Word, we can all have the experi- 
ence of which Dr. Bonar wrote, — an inti- 
mate, personal, sacred meeting with God. 
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The Betrayal Commission—a Further Study 


trickles of water lost in the desert 

sands? The Betrayal Commission (Ap- 
praisal Commission of the Laymen’s For- 
eign Missions Inquiry) says it is. 

In a section of the report on “Women’s 
Interests and Activities’ the Commission 
declares: “The narrow evangelistic ap- 
proach seems futile... . One woman evan- 
gelist with her one Bible woman covering 
a thousand villages, unable to make more 
than’ perhaps an hour’s visit every three 
years, demonstrates, it is true, devotion and 
sacrifice, but wasted effort, as ineffective 
as trickles of water lost in the desert 
sands.” 

But God does not agree with the Ap- 
praisal Commission. He says: “For as 
the rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater: so shall my 
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall. accomplish that which I please, and 


I" GOD’S Word as _ ineffective as 


it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
st? -Cis&., S82 40; Tf). 

It is a startling fact that, when men 
reject God’s Word, they are liable to trap 
themselves in ways that they do not know 
enough to avoid. Thus the members of the 
Appraisal Commission unwittingly use the 
very words of God as they unwittingly 
contradict God! 

They say that distributing Scripture is 
“as ineffective as trickles of water lost 
in the desert sands.” Not knowing God’s 
Word, they seem to be ignorant of the fact 
that God himself calls Scripture “water” ; 
and they put their human _ reasoning 
against his divine wisdom by saying that 
the Bible is “ineffective” when God says 
“it shall accomplish ... it shall prosper.” 
They say it is “lost in the desert sands” ; 
God says it “watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the 
eater.” 

Could there be a more unexpected and 
convincing instance, in the reasoning and 


(Continued on page 62) 
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In Teaching an Adult Class 


N ITS trim, new form the paper is most 

attractive and convenient. It is surely 
good-looking and accommodating in its 
improved appearance. I watch eagerly for 
every issue. I am having»my first experi- 
ence in teaching adults, a class of bright, 
mature women, and my able assistant is 
Tue Sunpay Scuoor Times. I could not 
lead this class were it not for the Times. 
I have no need of other lesson helps. It 
keeps me informed of Christian conditions 
the whole world over. It is up-to-the-min- 
ute in all Biblical knowledge. What 
would I do without the Trmes!—An In- 
diana woman. 


oie 
Must Renew After All 


HAVE been hesitating to renew my 
subscription, on account of the hard 
times and the high rate of exchange. 
However, I have decided to renew after 
receiving a copy of the Times in its new 





Mr. William J. Montgomery, Vice- 
President of the First National Bank, 
Philadelphia, called Mr. Howard of 
Tue SunpAyY ScHoot TiMEs on the 
telephone to congratulate him on the 
new form of the paper. “I want you 
to send it for ten weeks to forty mem- 
bers of our bank staff here, and I am 
sending you my check for $10 with 
their names and addresses. I want 
them to get acquainted with the 
paper,” he said. 

You don’t have to be a banker to do 
this, on a smaller scale if you wish to. 
Wouldn’t you like to have four of 
your friends, for example, not now 
getting the Times, become acquainted 
with it? You can share with them 
what the paper means to you and at 
the same time secure for yourself, at 
no cost, a beautiful edition of the 
Bible in large readable type, if you 
will send $1 and the names and 
addresses of four friends who you 
would like to have receive the T1rMEs 
for ten weeks each. On page 74 of 
this issue you will find a description 
of this beautiful Bible, sent free of 
charge to any one for four Get- 
Acquainted subscriptions. 











form. The copy I have received is dated 
Jauuary 7 — please send me the subsequent 
copies for 1933. Wishing you continued 
success and blessing.—An Ontario pastor. 


Easier to Clip Illustrations 


Y CONGRATULATIONS on the new 

form. I have been a subscriber for many 
years, but have always found the old form 
somewhat difficult to handle and therefore 
not entirely satisfactory. 

I should like to offer a suggestion. I 
frequently use the illustrations given in 
connection with the lesson. Instead of 
copying them I ordinarily clip them and 
attach them to my notes. Not infrequently 
I find that material which I desire to use 
in this way is on both sides of the same 
page, so that I must either choose between 
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Readers Are Talking About 








the material to be clipped or make a copy 
of that which appears on one side of the 
page. I am not sure that it would be pos- 
sible to obviate this difficulty, but I note 
the suggestion for whatever value it may 
have.—A Chicago reader. 


(Readers will note that the Illustration 
Round Table appears only on one side of 
the pages in most of the issues of the new 
paper so far, and it is hoped that it may be 
possible to continue this improved and more 
convenient make-up.) 


ve 
Delight in the New Form 


ERMIT me to express my delight in 

the new and improved form of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times. I pray God’s 
continued favor and blessing upon the finest 
religious journal in Christendom! 

From the bottom of my heart I thank 
God for your courage in bringing so 
forcibly to the attention of your readers 
the terrible conditions in the professing 
Christian Church today. I am sure it is 
no easy thing for you to take the bold and 
fearless stand you do. I am sure that God 
has brought THE SuNpAy ScHoot TIMES 
into the kingdom for such an hour as this. 
Your editorial on the Betrayal Commis- 
sion (well named!) is magnificent. Also 
the article by Miss Mayo, appropriately 
entitled “Renegades.” It was just. fine 
that in this same issue you gave a list of 
the fundamental faith missions, so that the 
Lord’s people may know where they can 
invest their money with safety—A, Penn- 
sylvania business man. 


Couldn't Be Improved ? 


ALWAYS thought it couldn’t be im- 

proved, but you have done it. 

First of all, it is neater, handier, more 
easily read, and more easily piled away for 
future reference. 

Second, I like the uniform page of three 
columns throughout. 

Third, I like the make-up of the pages. 
The feature article is found on the two 
sides of one page, so that the whole page 
may be removed and filed in one piece. 
McQuilkin’s “Lesson” is on one page, 
which is always good enough to cut out 
and file away as a complete commentary, 
especially when we are studying a whole 
book as we are doing now. The IIlustra- 
tions, which are always so good and 
worth filing, are on one side of a page. 

Altogether this wonderful helper has 
been made more wonderful and more use- 
ful through the change. Congratulations. 
—A Saskatchewan minister. 


Now | Can Go On Reading It 


HAVE been a reader of the Times for 
thirty-five years and need it as much 
now as ever. However, failing eyesight 
would have compelled me soon to give it 
up. But with the shorter column and bet- 


ter spacing I think I can enjoy it for a few 
more years, with others of the “seventies” 
and “e1ghties.’—A Massachusetts Old 
Timer. 
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The Amplifier Paradox 


AVE just gotten sight. of the first 

issue of the Times for 1933, and I 
must tell you I am greatly pleased with 
its improved appearance. Easier to handle, 
easier to read, easier to file. It also “brief 
cases” and “pockets” comfortably for 
travel reading. And the type! And the 
better spacing! Why, the column talks 
out loud to the reader now. Funny thing, 
in a paradox, in the process of shrinking 
the page you have put on an amplifier! 
The Holy Spirit is very evidently guiding 
the progress and the ministry of THE Sun- 
pay ScHoot Trimes.—Wade C. Smith. 


True to the Word 


ONGRATULATIONS on the im- 

proved form and appearance of - your 
paper. The best feature about it, however, 
is its splendid contents. .-The new issue is 
most interesting and. informing; and so 
true to the Word of God in these times of 
increasing false teachings and apostasy. 
May God bless the witness. you are giving 
to the truth. May its light shine more and 
more as the darkness gathers.—A: Mary- 
land minister. | - ae : 
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Uncle John's: Broadcasting 

T IS a great’ improvement over the old 

and familiar size and make-up. It is in 
much better shape for preservation. The 
editorial on the “Betrayal Commission” is 
fine and timely, and that article by Miss 
Mayo is certainly to the point. Let us 
have more like it. It is indeed a matter 
for thanksgiving to God that we have a 
paper like the Times that comes out four- 
square for the fundamentals. John Mere- 
dith, known as “Uncle John,” who broad- 
casts every morning over station W.I.B.O. 
under auspices of the Family Bible League, 
has referred several times this last week to 
the TrmeEs and the article by Miss Mayo. 
He has been urging his listeners to get the 
Times.—A Chicago business man. 
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From “ Timothy Standby " 


AM de-e-e-lighted with new dress and 

the new form which introduces your 
Diamond Jubilee Year. In every respect 
it is improved. Easier to read, easier to 
handle, easier to file and easier to digest: 
The editorial “The Betrayal Commission” 
is a center-shot which will be heard round 
the world and will quicken sane thinking 
everywhere throughout the Kingdom. It 
has the challenge of a Martin Luther plus 
the courage of a St. Paul. Every denomi- 
nation in the Christian Church should vote 
you its gratitude and place a marked copy 
of your January 7 issue in every home 
listed in its membership; at the same time 
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the denominational press should editorially 
endorse the article and call every Christian 
to rally round the missionary banner and 
revitalize missionary enterprise through a 
return to the old paths — preaching Jesus 
and Him crucified as the world’s only 
Saviour. More power to you in your great 
work.—Joseph Clark, Altamont, N. Y. 


A Vigorous Youngster at 75 


AM delighted with the appearance, and 

like it much better than I expected. The 
printing is like copper-plate and the paper 
is a great improvement. [I like this size. 
You have changed over to the size of Time, 
and it makes me wish heartily that Time 
would get some instruction on world affairs 
from THe Sunpay ScHoot Times! The 
TIMEs is certainly a vigorous youngster at 
seventy-five, and I trust that a great vol- 
ume of prayer may go up that it may in- 
crease in blessing and power till the Lord 
comes, which we trust may be long before 
another seventy-five years are completed.— 
Robert C. McQuilkin. 


From a College President 


XCELLENT as THE Sunpay ScHoo. 

Times always is, you will have a hard 
time keeping up to the standard of your 
issue of January 7. Such excellence cannot 
be surpassed. The heading of the editorial 
on the Laymen’s Inquiry is peculiarly apt 
and striking. It tells the whole story; and 
Miss Mayo’s “Renegades” is a_ similar 
stroke as a headline, and her article is 
excellent in every way. Then your two 
cartoons—How could they be better? The 
make-up of the paper is fine—J. D. 
Eggleston (President of Hampden-Sydney 
College). 
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A Better Traveling Companion 


Bion new size will make the paper a 
better traveling companion, more use- 
ful in the Sunday-school and at home. The 
wire stitching, the new paper and better 
spaced type are a relief that one realizes 
only by contrast with the former. The 
Times is the only paper I come anywhere 
near reading from cover to cover. You 
will be interested to know that I place 
more confidence in your advertisements 
than in those of any other paper I receive. 
—A New Hampshire pastor. 


Why | Was Surprised 


T WAS with some misgivings that I be- 

gan the canvass of the club members, 
for I thought, with the depression still 
with us, that some might feel they could 
afford the Times no longer. But what a 
surprise was.in store for me! They all 
renewed as soon as they were approached, 
and ahe unanimous opinion expressed was 
that; there were many things they would 
dispense with before they would do with- 


out the Times. The Times is a definite 
part of the lives of these club members, and 
I hope the three new members will come to 
have the same feeling toward this wonder- 
ful paper.—A Pennsylvania reader. 


(And this was early in the winter, be- 
fore Tue SunpaAy ScHoot TIMEs came 
out in its new dress and increased attrac- 
tiveness and usefulness! Club Secretaries 
and others will find it easier than ever, 
now, to renew subscriptions and to intro- 
duce the paper to those who have not yet 
had it.) 
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Her Diamond Jubilee Also 


Y IMPROVED copy of the Times 

came this week and I want to con- 
gratulate you. I appreciate the change, it 
is easier to handle, does not fall apart 
when turning the leaves, easier to hand to 
a friend. 

This is my “Jubilee” year too, and I 
have been either a reader or subscriber to 
the Times ever since I was old enough to 
read it. I do most thoroughly appreciate 
the unwavering stand it has taken,. espe- 
cially during these last few years, for the 
truth as it is given in God’s Word. I have 
been helped many times over hard places 
in my life by something I have found in 
the Times, but it has always pointed me 
to the Word of God, not to man’s word. 

So I want to thank you and let you 
know that I am praying for you during 
our Jubilee year.—A Minnesota reader. 


New Blessing to the Pastor 


HE new edition of your invaluable 

paper is a great blessing to the pastor. 
The better grade of paper, thus bound, will 
facilitate our work. For some years I have 
often wished that, as a pastor, I might have 
a better paper, as the older editions be- 
came badly mutilated in handling. The 
Lord has granted that desire —A Delaware 
pastor. 
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Yes, a New Binder Too 


O YOU have any type of permanent 

binder for sale suitable for filing the 
new size SunpAY ScHooL TIMEs in, some- 
thing which would keep them all in book 
form if possible? If so, please quote me 
your price. 

I’m all in favor of this new size for your 
magazine. I think it is a great improve- 
ment. Personally, I think that the Lord 
is getting glory to himself through the 
instrumentality of this publication and I 
pray that he may ever keep it so. I want 
to file all of my copies from now on.—A 
Texas seminary student. 





Am delighted with the new form; it is 
indeed a much more convenient size. In 
commuting to New York I take it with me 
almost every day and read it from cover to 
cover. In the past I have put up with the 
ungainly size of the pzper, but now I can 
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carry it in my pocket without its protrud- 
ing and becoming ruffled at the corners. I 
am sure the Lord has an even more blessed 
ministry for the Times than ever before. 
Am wondering what kind of binder you 
will have for the altered size and make-up 
of the paper. If binders are now available 
I should be glad to secure one—A New 
Jersey business man. 

(An attractive, durable cloth binder is 
now ready for thé new form of the TrMEs. 
Bound in red cloth, with title stamped in 
gold, it will hold one year’s issues of the 
paper, together with the annual index. It 
may be had for $1, postpaid, from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia. ) 


How Much Do You File? 


We are pleased with the new make-up, 
which I think is a decided improvement. [ 
have filed much of the material printed in 
the Times, sometimes entire pages, and the 
large pages were just a bit inconvenient 
for filing. The new size will make filing 
much simpler and more convenieit.—An 
Oregon reader. 


Copies to Hand Others 
W ILL you please send me six copies of 
the Times (in its new form) to show 
to prospective “Get Acquainted” subscrib- 
ers, as soon as possible ?—An Ohio reader. 
(The Times hopes that many readers 
will follow the example of this one and 





If you like THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
TimEs in its new dress better than 
ever, won't you send us the names and 
addresses of friends who ought to be 
getting it every week, and let us send 
them specimen copies free of charge? 
If you would like to mail or hand such 
copies to your friends, we shall be glad 
to send you as many as you ask for, 
without charge. Why not suggest 
their trying the paper by a Ten Weeks 
Get Acquainted subscription for 25 
cents? Or if you send us four such 
trial subscriptions, at 25 cents each, 
we shall be glad to send you, free of 
charge, a beautiful and readable edi- 
tion of the Bible, with large clear type, 
as described on page 74 in this issue. 











write asking for as many free specimen 
copies of the paper as they would like, to 
hand or mail to friends with the suggestion 
that they try a Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscription for 25 cents.) 


SM 
Would You Like These Too? 


AM delighted with the new form, to- 

gether with other improvements. Please 
send me ten specimen copies in this form, 
also ten coin cards and ten announcements. 
Most of my club members are now in our 
own Sunday-school, but I want to get sub- 
scribers from three other Sunday-schools 
also—A North Carolina reader. 

(The Times will gladly send you the 
same, free of charge, if yoy will ask for 
them, so that your friends may join the 
Times Family.) 
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Why the Higher Criticism Broke Down 


By H. E. Irwin, K.C. 








Serra 





in the Courts 








In last week’s issue Mr. Irwin told 
of the sensational trial of a damage 
suit of half a million dollars brought 
against H. G. Wells, on the charge that 
he had stolen material in his “Outline 
of History” from the unpublished 
manuscript of a Miss Deeks. 


The only “evidence” was a sixty- 
page document of a Higher Critic, 
Professor W. A. Irwin, who attempted 
to show, by the methods and principles 
of the Higher Criticism, that much of 
the material in Miss Deeks’ manuscript 
was used in Mr. Wells’ work. 


The case was tried and dismissed; 
it was carried on to the Appellate Di- 
vision of the Supreme Court of On- 
tario; being again dismissed, it was 
then “brought to the foot of the 
Throne,” to be judged by the Lords of 
the Privy Council, the highest 
Tribunal of Justice and Court of last 
resort in the British Empire. After a 
three days’ argument by the plaintiff, 
the appeal was summarily dismissed by 
the unanimous decision of the Bench, 
the presiding Lord Justice intimating 
that the evidence with which they were 
concerned was, on the face of it, no 
evidence at all and, for that reason, 
ought not to have been allowed to be 
presented to the Trial Court. 


The article that follows shows that 
this extraordinary legat action involves 
the whole principle and recognised 
method of modern Biblical Criticism. 


EFORE we consider further Profes- 
B sor Irwin’s higher critical work on 

the manuscript of “The Web” and on 
“The Outline of History,” let us take a 
moment to get his angle of vision. We 
know that his life training and sphere of 
study was that of Oriental Languages, 
especially Old Testament Languages and 
Literature. Moreover he tells us that the 
problem of ascertaining whether, and to 
what extent, one author of a work deal- 
ing with world history has borrowed por- 
tions, methods, and plans’ of another author 
on the same subject, “is the sort of task 
with which my study of ancient literatures 
repeatedly confronts me.” 


A Higher Critic at Work 


He is accustomed, therefore, to dealing 
with the problem of the authorship of 
works -in ancient literature, more especially 
the authorship of the Old Testament books, 
of the languages of which he is now the 
professorial chief instructor in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. He will, in working 
out the problem of authorship in these two 
modern books, use the methods and pro- 
ceed upon the lines of Higher Criticism 
that prevail in the great majority of uni- 
versities. These methods and lines of pro- 
cedure are defined in the latest edition. of 
the Encyclopedia Britannica (Vol. 3, page 
506) as an attempt to determine: 


(a) The scope of the various books. 

(b) The time in and the conditions un- 

der which they were written. 

(c) Whether they are severally the work 

of one or more authors. 

(d) At what date they reached their 

present form. 

(e) es aaa they embody earlier sources 

an 

(f) If so, te reconstruct these and assign 

dates to them. 

Let us pay a visit now to the professor 
and watch him at his work in his own 
laboratory. We are not intruding. He has, 
himself, hung the picture high before pub- 
lic gaze in his signed statement, which lies 
today upon the records of the court. “My 
method,” he says, “was to place the two 
works side by side, compare parallel pas- 
sages, and draw my own conclusions.” 

The professor approached this work with 
no lack of confidence. He had his own 
familiar tools and methods at his com- 
mand (his appointment in the University 
of Chicago is evidence of his recognized 
skill in the handling of these tools and 
methods), nor had he to dig in unknown 
soil, for he admits that he possessed “ad- 
vantages... . for such an investigation,” 
particularly “in regard to that field of his- 
tory with which I am most familiar, viz., 
the Near East.” 


A Floating Cosmic Body 


As a Higher Critic, he realized from the 
outset of his investigation that “the really 
conclusive evidence” (of the suspected 
plagiarism) “will be found, if at all, in de- 
tails of related passages, affording minute 
similarities of ideas, words, literary struc- 
ture, etc.,” and he proceeds to an examina- 
tion of the way in which the two authors 
“immerse themselves in the measureless 
ages before the world was.” And this is 
what he finds: 


“Both start with a floating (or spinning) 
cosmic body, which both describe as a 
“speck” comparatively (or as it seems to 
us) which though vast (or prodigious) is 
small in the “greater vastness (or immens- 
ity) of space.” 

“Now these two sentences are identical. 
It is quite out of the question that they 
arose independently. There is certainly 
some commscn source or suggestion back 
of their resemblance. But we go on. Web 
is here speakiag of the sun; Outline, of 
the earth, but at the foot of page five, 
it turns to tell of the sun. And there it 
gives us palpably and identically this same 
sentence of Web, re-shaped, it is true, but 
retaining an astonishing verbal identity. 
Note these parallels and resemblances. 


WEB OUTLINE 
In the beginning. Vast ages ago. 
Floated. Spinning. 


Concentrated into a Concentrated into a 
focus of heat and compact centre of heat 
light. and light. 


Masses of cosmic mat- Mass of matter. 
ter. 


“It is to be observed, then, that both im- 
médiately (Web in: the next sentence, Out- 
line in the same one) speak of the forma- 
tion: of the planets by the detachment of 
certain fragments. Both mention the earth 
as one of these, and both refer verbally in 
this same context to a solar system.” 

“Now these passages take us a step fur- 
ther. The interrelation here cannot be ex- 
plained as dependence upon a common mere 
suggestion; the dependence is documentary. 
Either, one is dependent upon the other, 
or, both have used a common written source 
and followed it closely.” 

“The conclusion is inescapable. We have 
here documentary interdependence; no 
brushing aside as ‘common knowledge’ will 
suffice.” ; 


An Unsafe Bridge 


Miss Deeks, the author of “The Web,” 
says that her only source has been Duruy’s 
“General History of the World.” The 
professor recognizes the possibility that 
Wells might have drawn from some earlier 
source from which Duruy had drawn, but 
he dismisses it as “a strong improbability.” 
Any impartial, reasoning mind will at once 
perceive that, so long as there was even a 
possibility of Wells having drawn from some 
source from which Duruy had drawn, the 
professor’s whole argument ‘fails. But the 
barest and frailest of possibilities is always 
strong enough to carry the full weight of a 
Higher Critic, so he steps blithely over the 
bridge -of his insecure’ hypothesis and 
proceeds : 

“The question then remains of the iden- 
tification of this documentary authority. 
Miss Deeks puts forward Duruy’s “Gen- 
eral History of the World” as her one 
source. Wells did not use nor even know 
Duruy. The argument then is simple. The 
similarities of Outline to Web are due to 
some documentary source, which Mr. Wells 
used. That source was not Duruy. It was 
not a source of Duruy, it was not some 
unidentified dependent of Duruy; there is 
no possibility left, but that it was Web. 
Briefly, these two parallel passages prove 
conclusively that Mr. Wells used Miss 
Deeks’ works. If that be all the case re- 
quires, we need go no further, unless in- 
deed to swell the total of evidence.” 

To make sure that the professor was 
working true to form, let us turn to one of 
his predecessors in the theological circles 
of Toronto, Dr. J. E. M’Fadyen, a pro- 
fessor at Knox College. Here is a sample 
from M’Fadyen’s “Introduction to the Old 
Testament.” The writer argues: 


1. There are six unhistorical state- 
ments in the first seven chapters of Dan- 
iel, and this was the period in which 
Daniel represents himself as living, about 
605-530 B. C. 


2. The statements in Chapter XI are 
a wonderfully accurate summary of the 
times of Antiochus Epiphanes, in the 
third and second centuries B. C. 
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Therefore the book of Daniel was writ- 
ten by some one who lived in or later 
than the second century B. C. 


But what are the real facts? Some 
twenty years before M’Fadyen wrote this 
“Introduction,” the first four of the state- 
ments in Daniel that he calls “unhistorical” 
had been established as thoroughly his- 
torical by newly discovered facts and evi- 
dences, then published. The other two, he 
admits, are, to his mind, just “improbabil- 
ities.” That is, “the seven years insanity 
of Nebuchadnezzar,” which, he says, “is 
extremely improbable”; and “the equally 
improbable attitude that Nebuchadnezzar in 
his decree (III) and his confession (IV), 
and of Darius in his decree (VI), are rep- 
resented as having adopted toward the God 
of the Jews.” 

And M’Fadyen concludes: “Only one 
conclusion is possible — that the book was 
written in the later period, not the earlier. 
It is the product of the period which it so 
minutely reflects.” 

Knowing that Chapter II of Daniel is set 
forth as prophecy, M’Fadyen, without at- 
tempting an explanation or a word to justify 
it, argues and concludes that the author 
of Daniel was an impostor who actually 
lived in the times of which he fraudulently 
pretended to be prophesying. 

And Professor Irwin was applying to the 
book written by Mr. Wells the same 
Higher Critical methods employed by Pro- 


fessor M’Fadyen in dealing with the book 
of Daniel. 


Mental Broad Jumping 
Professor Irwin next compares the ac- 
counts of the development of animal life, 


and he finds similarities, which he sets 
out as follows: 


ani WEB . OUTLINE 
Millions of years. Millions of simian 
generations. 


An animal with a rel- 
atively enormous brain 
case, a skillful hand. 


Dwelt in caves and 
trees. 


Feeding on nuts and 
fruits. 


Much the same as the 
man-like apes of Bor- 
neo to-day. 

Tendency to throw 
stones, flourish sticks, 
and in general defeat 
aggression. 

Emerged from the ani- 
mal into mankind. 


One particular crea- 
ture small brained by 
our present standards, 
but it had clever 
hands. 

It clambered about thee 
trees and ran, and 
probably ran well, on 
its hind legs on the 
ground. 

It handled fruits and 
beat nuts upon the 
rocks. 

It was half ape, half 
monkey. 


Caught up sticks and 
stones to smite its 
fellows. 


It was our ancestor. 


Here the professor admits “there is the 


possibility again of the unknown source 


‘which has accidentally given the same 


original features as Miss Deeks, “but again 
this is deemed so remote as to be neg- 
ligible,” and we find another “assured re- 
sult” as follows: 


So we find conclusive evidence here 
again that Mr. Wells has taken a pas- 
sage from Miss Deeks, only thinly dis- 
guising his plagiarism by a few slight 
alterations. And this is written so im- 
mediately from Miss Deeks’ passage that 
he must have turned practically direct 
from her manuscript to his own writing. 


At length the professor gets on his “fa- 
miliar ground,” the Near East, and he finds 
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certain similarities in the two books in 
speaking of “Phcenician shipping to India.” 
In comparing the accounts of this historical 
fact, as set out by the two authors, he finds 
not many, but a few, unusual features com- 
mon to both. And being on familiar ground, 
he is able to take a run and a jump for 
another “assured result.” 


Once again our conclusion must be 
that we have clear proof of documentary 
interrelation. , 

The professor cannot find any authority 
from which Mr. Wells could have drawn 
his phrasing, which is found similar to that 
of Miss Deeks. Then he finds himself 
confronted by this situation: “The close 
identities of the two passages are of brief 
compass, and the balance of the resem- 
blances shows a rather free reshaping, 
while on the other hand, the context of 
the description in the two works is totally 
different.” 

Even the alchemy of modern criticism 
will not enable him to detect Mr. Wells, 
in this instance, in the act of copying from 
the manuscript of Web. But, says our 
professor : 


“SUPPOSE he had read Web’s passage 
just before starting this chapter; unless his 
memory is one of almost unusual power, 
the similarities would be much less close 
than we actually find. The situation will, 
however, be satisfied BY THIS THEORY. In 
his reading of Web, this passage had at- 
tracted him; he had made a note of its 
character and location—the difficulty of 
locating passages in this manuscript, un- 
provided as it is with index or table of 
contents, implies strongly that his notes 
on relevant passages were written, not 
mental. Then coming to this section 8, he 
realizes that this summary of Phoenician 
Commerce is just the thing he wants; he 
turns it up, refreshes his memory with a 
hasty glance, then pushing the manuscript 
aside, writes this concluding section of his 
chapter.” How quickly the supposition be- 
gets a theory and the theory becomes a 
fact! It would seem that any theory which 
the mind of a Higher Critic can conceive 
as possible becomes inevitably, ipso facto, 
an “assured result” or an “inescapable con- 
clusion.” 


“Assured Results” Again 


Again, the professor finds further evi- 
dence in the two stories of the history of 
Israel. He admits that both authors had 
a common source in the books of Kings 
and Chronicles, but he finds certain points 
where Outline and Web agree in divergence 
from the Biblical order and content, and 
the following “two passages of striking 
verbal similarities.” 

(1) Web. 
“received into his harem a princess of 
declined Egypt.” 

Outline. 
“to receive a Babylonian Princess into 


his harem . . . the steady decline of 
Egyptian prestige.” 
(2) Web. 


“to maintain his outward splendour, he 
so impoverished his people with taxa- 
tion and oppression that they rose in 
rebellion.” 
Outline. 

“his kingdom long oppressed by taxa- 
ua to sustain his splendours, breaks 
° Sd 


And another assured result! 
“There is not a doubt that here again Mr. 
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Wells has used Web; and the features de- 
mand that he had it on his desk, framing 
his treatment by its general form and turn- 
ing to it under.each succeeding head for 
suggestion and direction.” 


And so the signed report of the profes- 
sor, now on the records of the Court, sum- 
marizes his “assured results” as follows: 

“So the conclusion of the entire inves- 
tigation, my answer to the problem which 
Miss Deeks set me last November is this: 


1. Mr. Wells had read Miss Deeks’ 
manuscript before commencing his work 
on what we now know as the Outline of 
History. 

2. He analyzed her manuscript and 
made frequent notes of features which 
attracted him. 

3. With but unimportant revision he 
adopted this analysis as a plan for his 
own writing. His use of the plan of 
Web was such as to justify the epithet, 
— slavish. 

4. Certain passages in the Web he took 
over in detail. He rewrote them in such 
fashion as might be hoped to obscure 
their dependence, but they remain a. pal- 
pable copying. 

5. He kept her manuscript readily 
available as he wrote, apparently at times 
it was actually open before him, and he 
made frequent reference to it. 

6. He used the Web as his chief source 
and authority. 

The Critic Confounded 


All this is quite up to the average level 
of Higher Critical reasoning and is a fair 
sample of the critics’ idea of evidential 
values. Presented to a Court of Justice, 
and tried by the standards and rules of 
evidence which the experience of forty-five 
generations of Anglo-Saxons on two conti- 
nents have proved to be the safest for hu- 
man life and liberty, they are met with 
amazement that “anyone, party or witness, 
could imagine that any Court could accept 
or be influenced by it.” Why not safeguard 
God’s Word as we do our chattels, and re- 
quire its accusers to produce some degree 
of real evidence? 

Not in one hundred years have the de- 
structive methods of the critics received 
such a setback as they have in this case. 
It is beside the point to say that Higher ~ 
Criticism itself was not on trial, or that 
Professor Irwin was not a leading exponent 
of this school of the critics. The tools and 
the methods he employed were exactly the 
same as those used in the critical schools 
of Germany, England, or America, and their 
user is a faithful exponent of the school he 
represents. 

In all the history of Bible study there is 
no more tragic page than that which passes 
under the name of Higher Criticism, which 
repudiates the truth of God’s revelation to 
man, makes Almighty God a liar, and de- 
nies the testimony of the Holy Spirit who 
has set his seal of authentication upon the 
Word. That the methods employed by the 
critical school are neither sound, sane, nor 
scholarly has been contended for genera- 
tions by evangelical scholars. The critics 
have laughed, and have hurled their gibes 
and sneers at the “reactionary” evangeli- 
cals. Here are the statements of three un- 
biased British Courts of Justice regarding 
their “scholarship.” Let them laugh these 
off if they can! 


(Concluded on page 63) 
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The Betrayal Commission 
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conclusions of a group of the most highly 
educated men and women of the best civi- 
lization today, than this unconscious demon- 
stration that those who! turned away from 
God “became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened... 
who changed the truth of God into a lie”? 

In its first issue of this year THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times discussed some of 
the conclusions of ‘the Appraisal Commis- 
sion appointed to study Christian mis- 
sions and make recommendations. The 
Times has called this group of fifteen pro- 
fessing Christians the Betrayal Commission 
because, as abundantly shown in their 
report-volume, “Re-Thinking Missions,” 
their conclusions betray the Cause of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, his Commission, and his 
Name. : 

The Times would now bring before its 
readers some further conclusions of this 
Inquiry, and in a later editorial consider 
the question, What is the ominous signifi- 
cance of these apostate teachings and rec- 
ommendations ? 


Abandon Doctrine for a Vital Message! 


Doctrine, as such, is under severe con- 
demnation by the Commission. Over and 
over again it is relegated to the scrap heap. 
“Almost every one now agrees that re- 
ligion cannot be handed on as a finished 
doctrine.” Unfortunately “very many of 
the churches even in the larger denomina- 
tions in the Orient are strikingly con- 
servative in thought. They were formed 
at a time when a precise and definite the- 
ological system of doctrine was generally 
stressed as vitally important, and .. . this 
excessive occupation with theological doc- 
trine has kept such churches out of touch 
with trends of thought and _ intellectual 
problems in the world around them.” 
Among the récommendations made by the 
Commission as vital for the future of mis- 
sions is, “Less emphasis on doctrine.” <A 
great hindrance is the fact that “for years 
in most of these mission fields the Gospel 
has been doctrine-centered.” This has (re- 
grettably) influenced “the preaching, the 
Bible teaching, and the Sunday-school 
work with children,” but “it runs counter 
to the well-tested methods in education now 
in vogue throughout the world.” 

All this “means that stereotyped patterns 
of doctrine and static phrases which have 
gone dead should give place to a_ thor- 
oughly vital message, expressed in the liv- 
ing forms of thought which convince and 
persuade the mind today.” That “all 
scripture . . . is profitable for doctrine,” 
and that Paul the missionary charges Tim- 
othy to “exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine,” weighs not at all with the Com- 
mission. Nor do they note how they are 
fulfilling the prophecy of the verse. imme- 
diately following, where Paul warns that 
“the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4: 2-4). 


One of the final and urgent counsels of 
God’s Word is that believers “should ear- 
nestly contend for.the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints.” The Commis- 
sion disagrees. It tells us that “the func- 
tion of a Christian Literature Society [in 


the mission field} is not that. of a ‘pro-- 


tector of the faith’ but of an agency of the 


Christian people of its country to produce 


the Christian books they want.” 

From timé to time the Commission treats 
of vital problems in such a well balanced 
and judicial way that it would seem, for 


‘the: moment, as though the reader were be- 


ing given both sides of a question with en- 
tire fairness to each. This is what makes 
certain parts of the report subtle and: dan- 
gerous. There are passages which, taken 
by themselves and isolated from the report 
as a whole, are exceedingly good. 

For. example, in a discussion of evangel- 
ism we read: “Even when evangelism is 
at its: best in spiritual depth, in thought, 
in disciplinary care, it is frequently true 
that "preaching, or.. giving messages in 
words, is not in the first instance the right 
approach. The Christian way of life and 
its spirit is capable of transmitting itself 
by quiet personal: contact and by: contagion: 
there are circumstances in which this is the 
most perfect mode of speech. - If the actual 
tasks of life can be shared with the people 
of a community, whatever power there is 
in the Christianity of the worker will be 
revealed in operation; and will do its part 
in transforming the spirit of individual 
lives who perceive it. This also is evan- 
gelization, not by word but by deed. ... 
It does. not dispense with the use of verbal 
interpretation when a real desire is aroused 
to know why and how men are led to live 
that way.” . 


A Death Blow at Evangelism 


Every true missionary and soul-winner 
recognizes the importance and truth of the 
principle here set forth so well. But the 
report as a whole makes plain the Com- 
mission’s conviction, and definite recommen- 
dation, that evangelism by teaching and 
preaching is not only of minor importance, 
but ought to be dropped entirely out of 
large sections of missionary work. Fur- 
ther than this, quotations already given 
show that the Commission believes that the 
Christian missionary has no exclusive offer 
to make to the heathen, and has no right 
to say, “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved.” 

In its discussion of the relation of Chris- 
tianity to other religions the Commission 
weighs the pros and cons judicially and 
well. In urging that which constitutes one 
of its most shocking betrayals of our Lord 
as the Head of the Church and only 
Saviour of men, the Commission says: 
“Our account has not yet brought forward 
the most powerful of the reasons which 
have inspired the long hesitation [of mis- 
sionaries], namely this: that the friendly 
recognition of other faiths means to many 
Christians in the mission fields and at home 
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an essential disloyalty; a compromise with 
error, and a surrender of the uniqueness 
of Christianity. Not to examine their posi- 
tion would leave our work unfinished,” 
There follows a statement which, if the 
verb “is” were used instead of “was,” 
would be admirable and true. In the orig- 
inal objective of foreign missions, “there 
was one way of. salvation and one only, 
one name, one atonement: this plan with 
its particular historical center in the career 
of Jesus must become the point of regard 
for every ‘human soul.: :The universal qual- 
ity of. Christianity lay. not alone in its 
valid: principles of truth and morals, but in 


-an essential paradox, the universal claim 


of one particular historic fact: the work of 
Christ.” The Commission continues: 
“Hence, in respect to its central fact Chris- 
tianity was necessarily dogmatic — it could 
only say Ecce Homo, Behold the Man; 
and it was committed to a certain intoler- 


. ance, beneficent in purpose —in the inter- 


est of the soul it could allow no substitute 
for Christ. It came to proclaim truth, 
which is universal; but its truth was em- 
bodied in a particular person [Christ] and 
his work.” 

“It is through such reflections that those 
in the mission field who now face toward 
tolerance and association have their own 
qualms. ... This party of the right, con- 
servative and loyal . . . feels the overtures 
of the liberals toward. the. ex-enemy as a 
treasonable abandonment of the cause.” 


Drinking the Cup of Devils 


All this is well stated. -But the judicial 
aspect of this consideration of the subject 
is abandoned by the Commission’s complete 
and unquestioning commitment to the faise- 
hood that all religions are ways to God, 
and that Christian’ missions can never do 
their best work until they recognize this 
and act accordingly. In the Commission’s 
“Summary of Principal Conclusions” we 
read: “The mission of today should make 
a positive effort, first of all to know and 
understand the religions around it, then to 
recognize and associate itself with whatever 
kindred elements there are. It is not what 
is weak or corrupt but what is strong and 
sound in the non-Christian religions that 
offers the best hearing for whatever Chris- 
tianity has to say. ... The Christian will 
therefore regard himself as a co-worker 
with the forces within each such religious 
system which are making for righteous- 
ness.” 

From this betrayal of the Name and 
Gospel of Christ we turn to the inspired 
words of Paul, addressed to Christians 
living in just such heathen communities as 
those to which true missionaries of today 
must minister: “Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for what fellow- 
ship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what-part hath he that be- 
lieveth with an infidel? And what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the living God. 
. .. Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 
Cor. 6: 14-17). “But I say, that the things 
which the Gentiles sacrifice; they sacrifice 
to devils, and not to God: and I would net 
that ye should have fellowship with devils. 
Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and 
thé cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers 
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of the Lord’s table, and of the table of 
devils” (1 Cor. 10: 20, 21). 

Wherever, throughout the long report, 
we find something good mentioned, or some 
true statement, one of the two following 
facts is present: either the good is de- 
scribed only to be condemned; or words 
are used with another meaning than that 
which they have in the Scriptures and 
among evangelical Christians. When “evan- 
gelism” is spoken of approvingly, for ex- 
ample, the Commission does not mean the 
blood Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the only Saviour of men from the second 
death. For the Commission does not be- 
lieve in any second death, or in any blood 
Gospel, or in the unique deity of Jesus 
Christ as the only Saviour of men. 

As a general statement, it may be said 
that the Commission commends the bad and 
condemns the good. There are, of course, 
exceptions to this sweeping statement, but 
in the main it applies to the large and 
dominant teachings of the report. 


“Improper” Efforts to Save Souls 


When missionaries engage in educational, 
medical, agricultural, or similar beneficent 
work in foreign fields, they should never 
use these channels of helpfulness as a 
means of making converts to the Christian 
faith. Such is the strange counsel of the 
Commission. 

Nearly all the agricultural missionaries 
whom the Commissioners came to know, 
they tell us, hold the view that “we do 
agricultural missionary work because we 
are Christians, not because we want to 
make Christians.” This spirit shows “mis- 
sion work of a high order.” “The whole 
endeavor loses its true meaning, however, 
if carried on asa bait to draw people into 
the church.” “There isa great future for 
agricultural missions” —if only such mis- 
sionaries will stop trying to make converts. 

Similarly, mission schools and colleges 
should never require Bible study by non- 
Christian students; the resentment of “na- 
tionals” “against réquired attendance on 
Bible classes of Christian schools” is en- 
tirely reasonable and proper. In Burma, 
where some feel that “to be a good Burman 
one must be a Buddhist,” the missionaries 
ought not to antagonize this feeling. It is 
regrettable that many of the Christian 
schools in Burma insist on Christian teach- 
ing for all students; but “among some very 
fine members of the younger missionary 
generation there is a different spirit,” the 
Commission tells us, and this is hopeful for 
the future. 

The Commission’s formal recommenda- 
tion for mission schools in the Far East 
is: “That non-Christian students be not 
required to attend Christian services of 
worship nor Bible classes. This does not 
mean that religious services or classes for 
all students need be omitted, but that they 
should be carried out in a tolerant and sym- 
pathetic spirit.” 

It is not as important, in mission col- 
leges and universities, to have teachers who 
are Christians as it is to have teachers of 
high intellectual attainments. “A grave 
danger inherent in the attempt to maintain 
Christian colleges and universities in the 
Orient is that of subordinating the educa- 
tional to the religious objective, particularly 


‘in appointments to the faculties.” 


Even in medical missionary work, and 
in mission hospitals, Christian missionaries 
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should be careful not to use their minister- 
ing to sick bodies as a means of saving 
souls. It seems unbelievable that the Be- 
trayal Commission could go as far as to 
say this, but it is a tragic fact. Thus: 

“By many missionaries the use of medi- 
cal service as an evangelizing device is 
earnestly defended. They point out that 
the sick are peculiarly accessible to spir- 
itual comfort, and often seem eager to hear 
the message. Instances in abundance are 
brought forward to indicate the spiritual 
fruits of preaching in Christian hospitals. 
On the other hand, enlightened non-Chris- 
tians frequently express their scorn of in- 
stitutions which proselytize the sick and 
helpless, who are least able to resist.” It 
is the “enlightened” non-Christians, says 
the Commission, who condemn, as_ the 
Commission plainly does, such “taking ad- 
vantage” of sick sinners as to try to lead 
them to the Great Physician, the only 
Saviour who can heal souls as well as 
bodies. 

“Least able to resist”! Resist what? 
Least able to resist the offer of wealth 
for poverty; health for sickness; eternal 
life for eternal death; Heaven for hell. 
There is perhaps no single sentence in the 
entire volume of 349 pages making up this 
apostate report that so startlingly expresses 
the death-dealing, Christ-betraying, Gospel- 
rejecting position of the Appraisal Com- 
mission. 

Here is the “principle” recommended by 
the Commission, among several “offered as 
a basis of religious activities in mission 
hospitals”: “The spoken word may have 
its appropriate place in the hospital... . 
But the use of medical or other professional 
service as a direct means of making con- 
verts, or public services in wards and dis- 
pensaries from which patients cannot es- 
cape, is subtly coercive, and improper.” 


Should Missionaries Have 
“a Love of Adventure’’? 


What are the qualities essential to the 
missionary’s success? The Commission 
answers. The work “calls not only for a 
self-sacrificing spirit and an utter devo- 
tion, but for moral courage, a high order 
of intelligence, and a love of adventure. 
Perhaps more than any of these it calls for 
the capacity truly to understand and gen- 
uinely to love and sympathize with the peo- 
ple among whom he works,” That is all. 
Not a word about personal faith in Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. Not a word about 
“the love of Christ constraineth us,” and 
that God “hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation,” therefore “we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5). 
Not a word about belief in “the holy scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15). But a high 
order of intelligence, and a love of adven- 
ture, are essential. 

A concluding editorial will give state- 
ments made by different denominational 
foreign mission boards showing their atti- 
tude toward the report of the Appraisal 
Commission, and will discuss the relation 
of the report to positions and policies that 
the boards have maintained in recent years. 
There are facts in this connection that 
should be taken fully into account by evan- 
gelical Christians everywhere. : 
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A Refuge for the Sick 


in Southern France 


T IS good to know that the work of 

faith carried on by Mr. and Mrs. Henri 
Contesse in Southern France goes steadily 
forward even in this time of acute financial 
depresssion. A new feature was added 
last summer, a Young People’s Vacation 
Camp. Here a small and happy group of 
young people enjoyed rare fellowship, and 
some found Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 
One young boy wrote: “I cherish of ‘La 
Sympathie’ a never-to-be-forgotten memory. 
It is there I found my Saviour.” A girl 
testifies: “I shall never forget my stay 
at Digne. It was a blessed time where I 
learned the perfect obedience to God.” 

The Annual Bible Conference was held 
September 7-12, and brought together 
Christians from Belgium, Switzerland, 
Spain, Algeria, and many places in France. 
Many come from lonely places, hungry for 
fellowship with others who know the Lord. 
This Conference is their one spiritual feast 
of the year. 

The hospital itself, so suitably named 
“La Sympathie,” is a haven of light and 
joy. Here the sick bodies are cared for 
and the weary hearts strengthened. No 
one is refused on account of his faith, and 
Protestants, Catholics, Orthodox Greeks, 
and even Jews have found the Saviour 
there. Beautiful, appealing texts from the 
Bible are to be seen on every hand, and 
daily prayer meetings are held. 

The faithfulness of God and the gener- 
osity of Christians have made this hospital 
a success through the four years of its 
existence. The rates are moderate, and in 
some cases patients are taken gratis. A 
Children’s Home is annexed to the hos- 
pital, but there is urgent need for a new 
building for this purpose. A small fund 
is in hand, but much more is required. 
Here and there groups of Christians have 
pledged themselves to the support of a for- 
saken child or of a needy patient. This is 
much appreciated by the Directors, and it 
is hoped that other groups will be formed 
to help in this way. 

The present winter finds the Mission and 
its various activities in need of prayer and 
gifts. Those desiring to have fellowship 
with the French South-East Mission at 
Digne (Basses Alpes), France, may do so 
through the D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, 
147 West School Lane, Germantown, Pa. 


vé 


Higher Criticism in the Courts 
(Concluded from page 61) 


What are we to think of men who set 
themselves up as scholars and endeavor to 
correct the “mistakes of Moses,” yet who 
fail so miserably in the application of their 
methods to a modern work’ where every- 
thing would be in their favor? ' Has it 
not demonstrated once again that when men 
forsake the truth, and endeavor by natural- 
istic presuppositions to “correct” God’s 
Word, the very light they had becomes 
darkness and they believe a lie? -There is 
no other explanation for this strange phe- 
nomenon of a highly educated man pre- 
senting evidence in a court of law that can 
only be called by the judge’ “solémn non- 
sense” and puerilities which are an‘amaze- 
ment to the judges of the ‘Courts df Justice. 

Toronto. . 
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A side light on the Sunday -school lessons 
in this issue and next week's issue 


Knowing the Parables — Miracles of Teaching 


By Robert C. McQuilkin "4" %Sekmtic. Pele Collen. 








UR Lord’s parables are unique in 
QO literature and in religious teaching. 

Dr. Thornton Whaling, famous 
Southern theologian and former President 
of Columbia Seminary, when he was teach- 
ing apologetics to his seminary classes, 
made an exhaustive study of religious liter- 
ature of all nations to see if there were 
any parallels to the New Testament par- 
ables, and he found none. The Jewish 
rabbis used parables, and included some of 
the very illustrations employed by. Christ, 
but they are in marked contrast to the 
perfect parables of the Master Teacher, 
as when they use the illustration of the 
woman hunting for the lost coin to teach 
that one should study the Law with greater 
diligence than a woman searches for the ccin. 


Daniel Webster’s Judgment. — When 
Daniel Webster was a young student, his 
biographer tells us, he rather disparaged 
the parables, in a conversation with an 
aged minister. The minister suggested that 
he write one or two of his own. He tried 
it, then re-studied Christ’s parables, and 
decided that no merely human teacher could 
produce these gems of teaching. “Never 
man spake like this man” (John 7: 46) is 
indeed true of the parables. They are the 
words of the living God, for “I have given 
them the words which thou gavest me” 
(John 17:8). <A Christian woman after 
making a study of the parables wiote, “I 
had always heard the ministers saying these 
things, but never till I studied the parables 
for myself did I realize that these teach- 
ings were not just things the preachers 
told us, but were actually true, the teach- 
ings of God himself.” 

These parables through the ages have 
gripped the hearts and minds of men. Ex- 
pressions from the parables have become a 
part of the language even of those who 
know little of the Bible: a good Samaritan, 
a prodigal, making use of your talents, seed 
sown in good soil, tares among the wheat, 
the pearl of great price. .These short par- 
ables have revolutionized the thought of the 
world on certain subjects, such as the con- 
ception of a neighbor given in the Good 
Samaritan, a conception utterly foreign 
even to the religious world of Christ’s day. 

There are striking characteristics com- 
mon to nearly all the parables: they are 
short, vivid, and full of action, familiar 
to the hearers, full of human life interest, 
with startling and unexpected features (as 
when priests and Pharisees are condemned 
in the parables and Samaritans are ex- 
alted) ; and the story always compels moral 
assent, even from those who are judged by 
it, as when the lawyer saw that the Sa- 
maritan was the neighbor and Simon saw 
that the one forgiven most would love 
most. 


Definition of a. Parable.—It would be 
hard to improve on the childhood definition 
of a parable, though it is not a complete 
definition: “An earthly story with a 
heavenly meaning.” The word “parable” 


Mr. McQuilkin’s teaching on the par- 
ables at summer conferences and 
elsewhere has been greatly blessed. 
Many of those who have heard him 
have been enabled to see gems of 
spiritual truth that they have not seen 
before. He pot only points out im-. 
pressive lessons in these parables, but 
he lays down principles of study that 
may be easily remembered and applied 
by any thoughtful Bible student. He 
explains and illustrates these princi- 
ples in this article. 








means putting alongside of, that is, placing 
one thing, the earthly story, beside a spir- 
itual truth it is to illustrate. A parable 
is always true to life, or something that 
might be true to life, in contrast to a 
fable (Judges 9:7-20; 2 Kings 14:9). 
A parable is always a complete story in 
itself, distinct from its spiritual application, 
while an allegory gives the spiritual mean- 
ing along with the earthly illustration, as 
in the Twenty-third Psalm and the vine 
and the branches (John 15: 1-6). Thus an 
allegory may be called an extended meta- 
phor, while a parable is an extended simile. 
The word “parable” is also used for what 
we would call proverbs: “And he spake 
a parable unto them, Can the blind lead 
the blind? shall they not both fall into the 
ditch?” (Luke 6:39); “Doubtless ye will 
say unto me this parable, Physician, heal 
thyself” (Luke 4:23, R. V.). 


A List of Our Lord’s Parables.—Thus 
there may be a difference of opinion as to 
what should be listed as parables. The 
following thirty-five may be included (it is 
interesting that there are just thirty-five 
miracles of Christ described in the Gos- 
pels): Recorded in three Gospels: Sower 
(Matt. 13; Mark 4; Luke 8), Mustard 
Seed (Matt. 13; Mark 4; Luke 13), 
Wicked Husbandmen (Matt. 21; Mark 12; 
Luke 20). In two Gospels: Leaven (Matt. 
13; Luke 13), Lost Sheep (Matt. 18; Luke 
15), Waiting Servants (Matt. 24;. Luke 
12). In one Gospel: in Matthew: Tares, 
Hid Treasure, Peaii of Great Price, Drag- 
Net (chap. 13), Unforgiving Servant (18), 
Laborers in Vineyard (20), Two Sons 
(21), Marriage of King’s Son (22), Ten 
Virgins, Ten Talents (25); in Mark: 
Blade, Ear, and Full Grain (4), Watching 
Porter (13); in Luke: Two Debtors (7), 
Good Samaritan (10), Friend at Midnight 
(11), Rich Fool, Servants Awaiting Absent 
Master (12), Barren Fig Tree (13), Low- 
cst Seats at Keast (14), Great Supper (14), 
Lost Coin, Prodigal Son (15), Worldly- 
wise Steward, Rich Man and Lazarus (16), 
Unprofitable Servant (17), Judge and Im- 
portunate Widow, Pharisee and Publican 
(18), Pounds (19); in John: Shepherd 
and the Sheepfold (10: 1-5). 

It will be seen that of these parables 
Matthew includes 16, Mark 5, Luke 22, and 
JIchn rt. The parable of the Sheepfold in 
Joan 10: 1-5 is usually counted an allegory, 


but it has all the characteristics of a true 
parable; it is an earthly story quite dis- 
tinct from its spiritual meaning, which is 
given in John 10: 7-13, with added illus- 
trations. In addition to these parables we 
may list thirty-eight “parable-similes,” or 
brief parables such as the Lamp under a 
bushel, New wine in old wine-skins, Build- 
ing on the rock and on the sand; and twen- 
ty-two “parabolic sayings,” such as, they 
that are whole needing no physician, the 
wind blowing where it will; and of these 
ten are in John. 


Three Features of Every Parable.—A 
teacher in a Sunday-school class in Ten- 
nessee taught her girls the definition of a 
parable, and the next Sunday asked who 
could give it. One little child responded: 
“A parable is a heavenly story with no 
earthly meaning.” Some of the parables 
appear to be difficult in their teaching, and 
we may think this an accurate description. 
More often we are tempted to get too many 
meanings from a parable. Both errors may 
be largely avoided if certain simple prin- 
ciples are applied to the study of the par- 
ables. The first step is to observe that 
each parable has three features, and these 
should be carefully studied: 


1. The setting, or occasion of the parable. 
2. The story itself. 
3. The spiritual meaning. 


Setting of “The Sower.”—The study of 
the setting should enable us to put our- 
selves back into the position of those who 
first heard the parable, for example, the 
parable of the Sower. Great crowds were 
listening to Christ, and were composed of 
four kinds of hearers illustrated in the 
parable. But we need to know what the 
crowds were thinking. We learn from 
what has gone before in Mark, and espe- 
cially from the eleventh and twelfth chap- 
ters of Matthew, that both friends and foes 
had a wrong idea of the Kingdom of God. 
The rulers had rejected him, the crowds 
were unrepentant (Matt. 11:20), John the 
Baptist and his disciples did not under- 
stand, his own family did not believe, his 
own disciples were expecting an earthly 
kingdom. The parables set forth the view 
of the Kingdom as an inward matter of 
the heart that was quite contrary to ail 
that the multitude was thinking. Study 
Matthew 13:10-17. These parables did 
not mean that there would be no earthly 
kingdom established on the earth, as some 
have concluded, but they did teach, as Jesus 
taught Nicodemus, that there must be a 
change of heart to get into the Kingdom. 

The setting of a parable is usually made 
clear either by direct statement or by the 
context. Thus the parables of the lost 
sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son, in 
Luke 15, were occasioned by the publicans 
and sinners drawing near, and the scribes 
and Pharisees murmuring about Christ re- 
ceiving sinners (Luke 15:1, 2). In the 
eighteenth of -Matthew the story of the 
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Lesson for February 12 


Lost Sheep is given in a different setting; 
Jesus ‘is teaching about the little children, 
and the spiritual message is the love of the 
Father’s heart for each little child, not 
willing that one should be lost, while in 
Luke it is the love of the Father for the 
sinner who has gone astray. 

It is important to study the story as a 
story, and not confuse the earthly story and 
the spiritual meaning. The Prodigal Son 
is itself a moral or spiritual story, while 
the Lost Sheep is an- animal story. But 
while the Prodigal Son is a story of re- 
pentance, and of the fearful results of sin, 
this is not necessarily the central spiritual 
truth that is to be illustrated. 


Three Principles of Interpretation.— 
After a study of the setting, and of the 
story, and of the spiritual application re- 
corded in the Gospel, the second step is to 
apply three important principles to the in- 
terpretation. (1) Each parable has one 
central message, and one only. (2) Each 
parable, however, has a number. of details, 
each of which has-a spiritual meaning, but 
all related to the one central truth. (3) 
Each parable. has details that are part of 
the earthly story and are not intended to 
have specific spiritual meaning. 

Some have drawn from the Prodigal 
Son the teaching that the prodigal repre- 
sents a Christian gone astray, but the back- 
sliding Christian continues to be a son and 
is sure to come back. Others have drawn 
from the parable the teaching of eternal 
punishment, that if the prodigal had not 
come back he would have been lost. Mod- 
ernists have taught from this parable that 
all one needs to do to be saved is to repent 
and return to a loving Father, and that an 
atonement and the work of the Holy Spirit 
are not needed. But all these interpreta- 
tions ignore the important principle that 
the parable has one great central truth; 
it is not given te teach these other things, 
true as some of them may be. The parable 
reveals the heavenly Father’s heart attitude 
toward the repentant sinner; in the earthly 
story the father is really the “hero,” note 
the prodigal son. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan does 
not teach salvation by social serviee, for 
the parable is not teaching concerning sal- 
vation, but “Who is my neighbor?” Nor 
should we seek a specific meaning for the 
two pence, such as making them represent 
prayer and Bible study, or baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. 

In the parable of the Tares, the enemy 
sowed tares while men slept, but there is 
no spiritual significance attached to this 
sleeping in our Lord’s explanation of the 
parable. So in the Ten Virgins there was 
no sin ine sleeping, nor are we to say that 
the foolish virgins might have gotten oil 
had they been awake. That is not the point 
of the parable. The Laborers in the Vine- 
yard does not give teaching about getting 
saved in the eleventh hour. The setting of 
this parable is the question of Peter about 
what they were to get for leaving all and 
following Christ. The central teaching is 
to work for Christ and leave entirely to 
him the question of wages, as the men who 
went in at the eleventh hour did, while 
those who worked twelve hours were work- 
ing under a definite agreement for certain 
wages. 

Great confusion has come in the study 
of the Unrighteous Steward because it is 
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not noted that it is not the unrighteousness 
of this steward that furnishes the central 
truth of the parable, but his worldly wis- 
dom. The parable is not a warning against 
being an unrighteous steward as he was; 
on the contrary, we are to imitate him, not 
to imitate his unrighteousness, but his wis- 
dom; be wise in the spiritual realm as he 
was in the earthly realm. 


Details in ‘““The Sower”’ without Spirit- 
ual Meaning.—In the parable of the Sower 
we see that our Lord gave spiritual meaning 
to practically all the details of the four 
kinds of soil, and this illustrates the per- 
fection of the parables. But the parable is 
a complete whole, and the central truth 
concerns the reception of the seed of God’s 
Word that fruit might be produced. Are 
there details that belong to the story and 
have no spiritual meaning? In the earthly 
sowing, the soil has no responsibility for 
its condition. But we have. In the earthly 
sowing, nearly all the seed would fall on 
good ground. But this does not indicate 
that nearly all the Gospel seed sown will 
bear fruit, for the point is not the propor- 
tion that bears fruit, but the different kinds 
of soil. 


Applying Parable Truths.—After study- 
ing the three features of a parable, then 
applying the three principles in seeking 
the spiritual meaning, the third step is to 
make practical applications of the truth 
of the parable. Although there is one cen- 
tral truth, and not two or more different 
truths, there may be many applications of 
this truth. The Good Samaritan teaches 
the meaning of neighbor. We may apply 
this truth to our responsibility to the 
heathen, to the poor and needy, to anyone 
whom we can help. We may apply it to 
our Lord’s loving and supreme sacrifice 
for us. We may apply the truth to our 
right relations to those of other races, and 
to the right attitude toward those of other 
denominations or other social sets. As we 
have seen in the study of the lesson on the 
Sower, there are many applications to be 
made, 


Reason for the Parables.—At a definite 
point in our Lord’s ministry, probably at 
the close of the first year of the Galilean 
ministry, he adopted the plan of teaching 
by parables. 
parabolic teaching occurred before then. 
For there are no less than twenty-three 
parable-similes in the first twelve chapters 
of Matthew, including the striking picture 
of the building on the rock and on the 
sand, which is a true parable, and perhaps 
has not usually been listed as such because 
the parable teaching proper began with the 
parables of the thirteenth chapter. These 
parables were given both to hide truth and 
to reveal truth. But this does not mean 
that our Lord desired to hide truth. Some 
had deliberately closed their ears to the 
divine message and the natural law was 
operating, that from those who have not 
shall be taken away even that which they 
seem to have (Luke 8: 18, K. V., margin). 
This applied specially to the Pharisees, who 
said he had a demon. 

Although the parable form of teaching 
came as a judgment on those who had 
closed their ears, the parables were full of 
grace and truth and designed to enlighten 
men. They would serve to set forth truth 
in the face of enmity against the truth, 
where the direct teaching would not be 


This does not mean that no - 
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listened to, as in the parable of the Wicked 
Husbandmen. In the face of prejudice and 
ignorance of truth, the parable story would 
gain an entrance, as in the Good Samaritan. 
Again the story would be held in the mem- 
ory even when the spiritual truth was not 
perceived, and later might bear fruit. 

Many different groupings of the parables 
have been made. The following is sug- 
gested: (1) Parables of The Father’s 
Heart; (2) The Christian’s Heart, (3) 
Service, (4) Prayer, (5) Stewardship, (6) 
Jadgment and the Second Coming, (7) 
Evangelism and the Kingdom. This group- 
ing emphasizes a striking characteristic 
of the parables, that they cover in their 
teaching the whole range of human life 
problems. 

The parables remove the veil separating 
us from the unseen world. Through them 
we may look on the things that are not 
seen, the eternal things (2 Cor. 4: 18). 


Cotumsia, S. C. 





Mr. McQuilkin is preparing three booklets 
on “Studying Our Lord's Parables for Your- 
self,”” of which two have been published. The 
first series studies the principles and deals 
with eight parables, of the Father’s Heart and 
the Christian’s Heart. The second series deals 
with nine parables, of Service, Prayer, and 
Stewardship. Each booklet may be ordered at 
25 cents, from Columbia Bible College, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 


ye 
Mr. McQuilkin's Bible Con- 


ference in South Carolina 


AST year the winter conference held 

in Columbia, S. C., under the auspices 
of Columbia Bible Ccllege, proved so suc- 
cessful that another conference is planned 
for January 29 to February 3. The di- 
rector of this Bible and Christian Life 
Conference is the Rev. Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin, President of the Bible College, 
who will also give talks each morning on 
victorious Christian living. His valuable 
articles on each week’s Sunday-school les- 
son are well known to Times readers, The 
morning Bible hour will be led by Dr. J. 
Oliver Buswell, President of Wheaton Col- 
lege. In the afternoon Wade C. Smith 
will give talks on Personal Evangelism, - 
followed by the mission period led by the 
Rev. Isaac Page of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, At seven o'clock Wade Smith will 
give talks illustrated by the “Little Jetts,” 
and the evening inspirational meetings will 
be addressed by the various conference 
speakers. The music will be in charge of 
the Rev. J. A. Morris Kimber, the Regis- 
trar of Columbia Bible College. 

It is expected that many out-of-town 
delegates will attend, and accommodations 
of room and meals are provided at mod- 
erate cost in the Bible College Building. 
Write for information to Miss Mary C. 
Dibble, Director of Guest Department, Co- 
lumbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C., who 
will also send copies of the program. 


w 


The death of Christ having answered all 
the. claims of God in reference to our sins, 
his resurrection becomes the spring of 
power, in all the details of conflict, after- 
wards. He died for us, and now he lives 
in us. The former gives us peace, the lat- 
ter gives us power.—C. H. Mackintosh, in 
the Keswick Calendar. 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 12. 
FOUR KINDS OF HEARERS 








JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES— 


Golden Text.—Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.—John 15:8 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 4: 1-20 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 4: 1-10, 13-20 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


Mark 4:1 And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there 
was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a 
ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on 
the land. 

2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto 
them in his doctrine, 

3 Hearken; Behold, there went cut a sower to sow. - 

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, 
and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. 

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; 
and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: 

6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had 
no root, it withered away. 

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked 
it, and it yielded no fruit. 

8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang 
up and increased, and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, 
and some a hundred. , 

9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

10 And when he was alone, they that were about him with the 
twelve asked of him the parable. 

13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and ho 
then will ye know all parables? 

14 The sower soweth the word. 

15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; 
but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh 
away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; 
who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with 
gladness ; 7 

17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: 
afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, 
immediately they are offended. 

18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as 
hear the word, 

19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 
and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it 
becometh unfruitful. 

zo And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as 
hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, 
some sixty, and some a hundred. 


= b 4 


The Lesson as a Whole istry. 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 


and 3: 20.) 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


(The events of Luke 6:20 to 8:3 
evidently occurred between Mark 3:19 
The great first day of par- 
able teaching was the famous “busy day” 


—————1 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Mark 4:1 And again he began to teach by the sea side. And 
there is gathered unto him a very great multitude, so that he entered 
into a boat, and sat in the sea; and all the multitude were by the 
sea on the land. 2 And he taught them many things in parables, and 
said unto them in his teaching, 3 Hearken: Behold, the sower went 
forth to sow: 4 and it came to pass, as he sowed, some seed fell by 
the way side, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 And other fell 
on the rocky ground, where it had not much earth; and straightway 
it sprang up, because it had no deepness of earth: 6 and when the 
sun was risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it with- 
ered away. 7 And other fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew 
up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 8 And others fell into 
the good ground, and yielded fruit, growing up and increasing; and 
brought forth, thirtyfold, and sixtyfold, and a hundredfold. 9 And 
he said, Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

to And when he was alone, they that were about him with the 
twelve asked of him the parables. 


13 And he saith unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how 
shall ye know all the parables? 14 The sower soweth the word. 15 And 
these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; and when 
they have heard, straightway cometh Satan, and taketh away the 
word which hath been sown in them. 16 And these in like manner 
are they that are sown upon the rocky places, who, when they have 
heard the word, straightway receive it with joy; 17 and they have 
no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation 
or persecution ariseth because of the word, straightway they stumble. 
18 And others are they that are sown among the thorns; these are 
they that have heard the word, 19 and the cares of the ? world, and 
the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, 
choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 And those are they 
that were sown upon the good ground; such as kear the word, and 
accept it, and bear fruit, thirtyfold, and sixtyfold, and a hundredfold. 

1Or, age. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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(Matt. 12:22 to 13:52; Mark 3:20 to 
5:20). For a study of the setting of the 
parable of the sower, see article on page 64. 


Verse by Verse 





Mark 4:2.—Taught them many things 
by parables. The beginning of a new form 





ministry drew to a close, Christ’s 

matchless teachings were falling 
upon the ears of dull, earthly-minded mul- 
titudes, and bitter, hateful Pharisees: our 
Lord’s answer was—parables, pearls of 
great price for the special enrichment of 
his inner circle of disciples. His miracles 
were parables in action; his parables were 
miracles of teaching: the multitudes saw 
the miracles and heard the stories, but they 
missed the parable teaching of the mir- 
acles, and they missed the miracle teaching 
of the parables. But we may share in the 
blessedness of those who had ears to hear, 
as we study the foundation parable of the 
Sower, and from it learn how to under- 
stand all the parables and receive them 
into good fruit-bearing soil. 


The Historical Setting 


We have judged that several weeks 
passed between the choosing of the Twelve 
(Mark 3: 13-19) and the blasphemy of the 
scribes recorded in Mark 3: 20-35, bring- 
ing us to the fall of A. D. 28, about a year 
after. the beginning of the Galilean min- 


\ S THE first year of the Galilean 





Soil 
By Amos R. Wells 


S THE soil of my spirit wayside ground, 

trodden hard in the daily round, grain 
devoured by the fowls of care, nothing 
beautiful growing there? Is my heart as 
hard as the packed highway? Break up 
the soil, O Lord, I pray! Is the soil of 
my spirit shallow ground? Under its earth 
are the ledges found? Do the seeds spring 
quickly and gladden the eye, but lacki 
roots do they wither and die? With chise 
of frost in thy mighty way, deepen the 
soil, O Lord, I pray! Is the soil of my 
spirit thorny ground, where the tough- 
grown brambles of sin abound, where the 
weeds grow rank in the barren soil, and 
nothing repays the sower’s toil? Pull up 
the thorns from day to day, and cleanse 
my spirit, O Lord, I pray! Is the good 
ground ready for gracious seed, free from 
bramble and stone and weed? Is it deep 
and rich and ready to hold the season’s 
promise of foodful gold? Grant then the 
rain, and che sun’s bright ray, and a 
harvest of plenty, O Lord, I pray! 








of teaching, due to the spiritual conditicn 
of the multitudes (Mark 4:34; Matt. 13: 
10-17). 


Verse 3.—Hearken, The parable begins 
and ends with an appeal to hear, and catch 
the spiritual meaning. His eager desire 
was that all should be good soil, and it 
was not “fated” that they should not be. 
There went out a sower. Perhaps referring 
to the fact that the houses of the farmers 
were often grouped together at some dis- 
tance from the fields. 


Verse 4—Some fell by the way side. 
The footpaths through the farms, trodden 
by many feet. 

Verse 5.—Stony ground, where it had 
not much earth. Not ground with stones 
in it, for that would not prevent roots 
from reaching down, but “a rock” (Luke 
8:6), with a thin layer of earth over it. 
Immediately it sprang up. Since there was 
no place for the roots to reach down, the 
strength went at once into the stalk. 

Verse 7.—Someée fell among thorns. 
Thorny plants, abundant in Palestine, 


rf 


_ to stumble, and fall away. 
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would be in the field either in small clumps 
or in hidden roots that were carelessly cut 
but not rooted out. 


Verse 9.—He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. Indicating plainly to them that 
there was a hidden spiritual meaning, and 
challenging them to learn it. 


Verse 10—They that were about him 
with the twelve. Any of the multitude that 
chose might have been in this group that 
asked him the meaning. They were “with- 
out” by their own choice, and the parables 
further blinded them to the spiritual truth 
they had deliberately rejected. See verses 
II and 12, 


Verse 13.—Know ye not this parable? 
Probably not so much a rebuke as an in- 
troduction to his explanation. How then 
will ye know all parables? Better, “How 
shall ye know all the parables?” These 
questions are peculiar to Mark’s account, 
and indicate that they were to become stu- 
dents of the parables and learn the key to 
interpreting them. The explanation of this 
parable would give the key. 


Verse 14.—The sower. The:Son of man, 
the Lord himself, is the Sower (Matt. 13: 
37), then all those who are sent forth by 
him (1 Cor. 3:6). 

Verse 15.—Satan cometh immediately. 
How startling is this introduction of the 
active, ever alert, powerful personal enemy 
of the Sower and of all His work. Taketh 
away the word. The eternal enemy of 
God’s Word will by every device take it 
away, but he can snatch it only from those 
who by their own choice make their hearts 
like wayside soil. Such were the Pharisees. 

Verse 16.—Immediately receive it. with 
gladness. Multitudes of Christ’s disciples 
had done this very thing and were soon 
to leave him (John 6:66). They super- 
ficially and selfishly saw the happy side of 
the truth. 


Verse 17.—When affliction or persecution 
ariseth. Luke says, “in time of temptation” 
(Luke 8:13). The tribulation does not 
cause the shallow soil, but reveals it.,Jm- 
mediately they are offended. That is, caused 
Mark uses his 
word “immediately” both of the reception 
of the truth and the forsaking of it (v. 16). 


Verse 19.—Cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches. Satan uses both 
poverty and the burdens it brings, and 
riches and the ease they bring, to turn men 
from heavenly treasures (Prov. 30:8). 
Lusts of other things entering in. All 
other desires that entice men, especially 
lusts of the flesh. Luke says, “pleasures 
of this life’ (Luke 8:14). King Saul was 
this sort of hearer. 

Verse 20.—Stuch as hear the word. And 
understand it (Matt. 13:23), in contrast 
to the wayside hearers. And receive it. 
“In an honest and good heart, having heard 
the word, keep it,” or “hold it fast” (Luke 
8:15), in contrast to the rocky ground 
hearers. And bring forth fruit. “With 
patience” (Luke 8:15), in contrast to the 
thorny ground hearers. Some thirtyfold, 
some sixty, and some an hundred. Even 
in the good soil there is a difference, as 
there is a difference in degree of fruitful- 
ness among true disciples (Luke 19: 16-19). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


A supernatural seed, God’s own Word, 
sown by the Son of God, bringing forth 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
7. February 12.—Jesus Teaching by 
Parables — Four Kinds of Hearers 
Mark 4: 1-20 


8 February 19—Jesus Teaching by 
Parables— The Growth of _ the 
KamBGOM § ccc sccccccecccscces Mark 4: 21-34 

9. February 26—Jesus Shows His 
POW: vecvdincs sc cudeecs Mark 4:35 to 5:20 

10. March 5.—Jesus Giving Life and 
FHEMIEH oc cscs cccccscccccccccess Mark 5: 21-43 

11, March 12.—Jesus Ministering to the 
Multitude  ......-ccecccececees Mark 6: 1-56 


- 
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. March 19.—The Effects of Alcoholic 
Drinks (Temperance Lesson). Prov. 
23 : 29-32; Isa. 28:1-4; Dan. 5§:1-4 
. March 26.—Review: Jesus Our Ex- 
ample in Service. 
Second Quarter 
1. April 2—Jesus Ministering to Jews and 


~ 
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Gentiles .....ccccccccccccccccces Mark 7: 1-37 
2. April 9.—Jesus Requires Confession 
and Loyalty .......s.s0- Mark 8:1 tog:1 








supernatural fruit: this is the picture of 
salvation given in the parable of the Sower. 
Our part is to hear, and to take heed how 
we hear. We are responsible for the con- 
dition of our soil. The trodden soil and 
the watchful enemy of souls, the shallow 


soil and the scorching sun, the thorny soil . 


and the choking weeds, all these are pres- 
ent dangers for the Christian to guard 
against. But the guarding must not be 
negative but positive (2 Pet. 1: 3-9). We 
are to give ourselves to the business of 
fruitbearing, giving diligence to make our 
calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10), 
working out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling, for it is the mighty God 
who is working in us (Phil. 2:12, 13). 
Faithfulness in Bible study, prayer, and 
Christian service will keep the soil soft, 
and send the roots deep, and safeguard the 
fruit from all that would choke it. 


Lesson Outlines 
Four Soits AND Four HEARERS 


1. Trodden soil: dull ears and hard- 
ened hearts. Seed never enters. 

2. Shallow soil: quick ears and super- 
ficial hearts. Seed never remains. 

3. Thorny soil: cluttered ears and oc- 
cupied hearts. Seed never bears fruit. 

4. Good soil; soft, deep, clean: atten- 
tive ears and stedfast hearts. Seed enters, 
remains, brings forth fruit in varying 
degrees. 


Testep By CuHrRIST’S PARABLE TEACHING 
1. Sudden change to Parable teaching. 
2. Foundation Parable of the Sower 

(picture of all the ministry and its re- 

sults). 

3. Judgment on those who have closed 
their ears. 


4. New light for those who have 
opened their ears to hear. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Our Lord’s Parables. Every Bible stu- 
dent should learn how to study for him- 
self these matchless gems of teaching. The 
article on “Knowing the Parables,” on page 
64 of this issue, suggests principles for 
the study and understanding of all the 
parables. 


Applications of the Parable. Our Lord’s 
own ministry illustrated all four kinds of 
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hearers. Study Old Testament characters 
in the light of the parable: Abraham, Lot, 
Jacob, Esau, Joseph, Samson, Ruth, Orpah, 
Samuel, David, Saul, Jeroboam, Jehu, and 
others. Notice that the four kinds of soil 
are not mutually exclusive but in one char- 
acter several features may be illustrated. 
Apply the parable to results of present-day 
revivals, Bible conferences, ministry of the 
churches, 


Practical and Personal Applications 

“Receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls” 
(Jas. 1:21). Have we been born again 
of incorruptible seed, through the Word of 
God? (1 Pet. 1: 23.) 

Take heed how you hear! (Luke 8: 18.) 
This applies to Christians as well as un- 
believers. It applies to sermons we listen 
to, to Sunday-school lessons, to our own 
reading and study of the Bible. 


Take heed how you teach! Be sure it 
is the good seed you are sowing, God’s 
Word, and not the enemy’s seed. 

Beware of the trodden soil, and keep the 
Quiet Time. Christians who have already 
received Christ are in. danger of shutting 
out new truth as the Word is sown, or of 
receiving false teachings, or of neglecting 
Bible study. 


Beware of shallow soil, and drive the 
roots deep. Bible study, Christian service, 
prayer, Christian companionship, faithful- 
ness in church membership and church at- 
tendance are needed to make deep roots. 
Expect tribulation, as Christ has promised, 
and look to the eternal weight of glory (2 
Cor. 4717, 18). 

Beware of thorns, and separate from 
worldliness. Dancing, movies, cards, gam- 
bling, smoking, drinking, worldly compan- 
ions, “petting,” love of ease, unforgiveness, 
bitterness, worry, jealousy, censoriousness, 
laziness, covetousness, pleasure seeking, 
self-centeredness, love of money, stinginess, 
ignoring the Lord’s day, pride — and if there 
be anything else contrary to healthful doc- 
trine: these are thorns that choke the Word 
and prevent fruit. 


Grow in grace and bring forth fruit with 
patience! The good soil is a steadfast 
heart. Taking Christ as Saviour is just 
the beginning. Patience must have its 
perfect work. Fruit does not come all at 
once, and a good and honest heart must 
persevere, and be ever active in growth 
and service. 

Sow the seed in heathen lands. When 
Christ sent us forth as sowers he said, 
“Go into all the world.” 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Let us be as diligent in hearing and 
heeding the Word as Satan is in snatching 
the Word away. 


Some wayside hearers at Sunday morn- 
ing worship: women watching the hats 
and dresses of their friends, men working 
out their business plans, choir members 
looking over the next anthem, girls oc- 
cupied with their vanity cases, boys oc- 
cupied with the girls, worshipers gazing 
about with open eyes during prayer, radio 
listeners reading the Sunday paper. 

Isaiah and Daniel longed to hear what 
our ears may hear from His blessed lips 
(Matt. 13:17). 

We need not have much money to be 
much deceived by money. 
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Galilee’s spiritual soil consisted almost 
entirely of wayside, rocks, and thorns, but 
the great Sower rejoiced in the handful 
of fruit from the good soil. How that 
handful has spread over the earth! 


The seed of the Word is living and ac- 
tive, and it stirs us to action: we are to 
be doers of the Word (Jas. 1: 22-25). 


We are God’s husbandry, and we are to 
bear fruit, more fruit, much fruit, abound- 
ing fruit. 

Let us aim for a hundredfold yield. 

Christian workers, beware of discourage- 
ment: ours is to sow the seed and expect 
a harvest, but also to remember that not 
all of the seed will bring forth fruit 
(Eccles, 11:6). 

Sorrow and suffering, messengers of 
Satan to buffet us, are turned into mes- 
sengers of God to increase our fruit-bear- 
ing. 

Cotumazia, S. C. 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Unpromising Places.— Some fell by the 
way side... and some fell on stony ground 
(Mark 4:4, 5). Wayside growths some- 
times are “not so bad,”’—nor so good 
sither! Huckleberries line the mountain 
waysides in Pennsylvania. Some folks 
think the little wild strawberries that grow 
by the sides of the roads have a flavor 
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superior to that of the big, fat, luscious 
ones that grow over on the home acre. 
But I don’t. They are too acid for me. A 
friend of the family who gathered a lot 
and preserved them sent us a jar or two. 
They are very nice, but our good old friend 
Mr. Cane Sugar saw to that. 

Some one has said that a weed is a 
plant whose uses have not yet been dis- 
covered. Along many roadsides in Eastern 
Pennsylvania there grows a perennial herb 
called “poke.” Its roots and berries are 
poisonous. It has always been considered 
a big coarse weed to be exterminated. But 
some brave one discovered that the young 
shoots that come up in the spring make 
delicious “greens” with a delicate aspara- 
gus flavor. One of my Rock Run boys says 
his mother cooks poke and asparagus to- 
gether, “Just delicious,” he says. 

Now some of these wayside, stony ground 
hearers to whom the Lord Jesus refers are 
all-seed huckieberries, acid-wild strawber- 
ries, and poisonous poke, but one day when 
the Master Gardener gets hold of them he 
can surpass Burbank in turning the seedy 
huckleberries into big blue berries at sey- 
enty-five cents a quart, the acid strawber- 
ries into delicious Sharples and Brandy- 
wines, and old poisonous poke into tasty 
asparagus-flavored “greens.” Oh, yes, I 
know I am, at first sight, sort of getting 
away from the gist of the parable — but 
some of us know that waste places and 
shaley ground have been known to produce 
some very good crops. Nazareth, for ex- 
ample (John 1: 46). 








*“Behold,there 


went out a sower 





BUT WHAT OF THE HARVEST ? 
Dr. Pace’s cartoons may be obtained in poster form, 16}4 by 2034 inches, for display. Fifty-two of 
the posters, a new one for every week, with a display frame, may be had for $7, from the Gospel 
Truth Poster Service, 100% East Main Street, Van Wert, Ohio. 
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Results.—And. some fell among thorns, 
. « . and other fell on good ground (vs. 
7, 8). Blackberry bushes. Briers. Nettles. 
In the hot Southland, cacti. Bad stuff for 
anything to fall among. All “stingers.” 
But please remember that great plant wiz- 
ard Burbank (the poor fellow who went 
“hay-wire” in his dotage, to the joy of the 
A. A. A. A. and other unbelievers) took 
the thorny cactus and was able to make 
good forage of it. -“The cattle all like 
it,” is the report on the edible cactus. 

The Corner is not trying to improve upon 
the wonderful similitude of the parable, 
simply calling attention to the fact that 
while it is true birds and weeds and heat 
and thorns defeat the sowing of the “seed,” 
it is also true that something can happen 
on the wayside among the stones and amid 
the thorns. Both on the whilom, run-down, 
deserted farm and in the run-down, hard, 
weedy, thorny, stony life, we have seen the 
well sown seed come up and the “crops” have 
been so fine folks have been amazed. They 
have: cried, “Look at those ‘roastin’’ ears, 
will you—all grown on the old ‘Black 
Swamp’ place.” Guess you know some of 
them, Mel Trotter, Billy Sunday, John Mc- 
Intire, Walter Taylor, Tom Noonan, John 
Callahan, and Whoever-it-is. Indeed, the 
finest flavored onions are said to be raised 
in the black muck of the swamp. Up in 
Lancaster County the Scotch-Irish farmers, 
who originally owned the land and gave 
the townships the Irish names of Donegal, 
Derry, Sadsbury, and so on, let the farms 
run poor to weeds, briers,; and thistles. The 
frugal and hard-working Germans bought 
up the run-down farms at the foothills and 
then began “boring in.” Better, plowing in. 
They were Mennonites, Amish, Dunkers, 
and other God-fearing pious sects. They 
cleared out the briers, plowed down the 
daisies and mustard,: eradicated the Cana- 
dian thistle. Then you should have seen 
how the good seed, the good ground, the 
good sun, the good rain talked to those 
broad-brim, white-capped “Pennsylvany 
Dutch.” What great double-decker barns 
and what smiling acres that make Eastern 
Pennsylvania the Garden Spot of Uncle 
Sam’s broad domain (Lev. 26: 2-6). 


Old Jim Crow.—Satan ... taketh away 
the word. ,.. Have no root... . Cares of 
this world. ... Bring forth fruit (vs. 15, 
17, 19, 20). Satan—always on the job of 
taking away the “word.” Out here in the 
Corn County there is a black prince in the 
air, by name “Jim Crow,” that gives Uncle 
Billy Watson much trouble in early sum- 
mer. When Uncle Billy hears that raucous 
chorus of “Caw, caw, caw,” out comes the 
old double barrel gun and Uncle Billy 
blazes away. No, he doesn’t often hit 
anything, but don’t say a word about the 
noise! “Couldn’t hit a flock of barn doors,” 
laughs Uncle Billy, as the black robbers 
flee to the woods. As in summer you ride 
over the land through the far-spreading 
farmsteads, the scarecrows in their old hats 
and sartorial remnants wave a loose arm 
at you. 

But, alas, it takes more than noise and 
make-believe men to keep old “Jim Crow” 
and his gang from stealing away the seed! 
All of this bucolic stuff is only to impress 
the fact that it takes something more than 
noise and a make-believe man, something 
more than “hot air” and ‘an imitation man, 
to keep away Satan and his black gang. 
Jesus knew how to handle him, and you 
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can find out how in Matthew 4 and Luke 22: 
31, 32. Satan was licked to a frazzle, and it 
was done by the Master with Scripture and 
Prayer. Satan does not always adopt the 
“Jim Crow” method. He worked on our 
first mother with a “Yea, hath God said,” 
with the rising inflection. It is from him 
Professor Doubts has learned his method 
for the Freshies and Sophs, green from 
mother’s knee. 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
ve 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateRIAL: Four boys. 











E ARE going to picture today’s les- 

son with these four boys. Just sup- 
pose these boys live at my house, and one 
morning I said to them, “Boys, I want 
every one of you to come home from school 
this afternoon as early as you can, and 
rake the leaves off the lawn, and burn 
them, and clean up the yard. Now, don’t 
forget this, for it is important.” And 
every boy promises. When four o’clock 
comes, just Boy No. 4 comes home. I 
wait and watch, but not another boy shows 
up until dark. 

And then each one tells me his reason, 
—did I say “reason”? I meant “excuse.” 

No. 1 intended to come home, but he 
got to thinking about something else, and 
forgot it completely. 

No. 2 started home, but he thought it 
was going to be an awfully big job, and 
he hated to rake leaves, and he decided 
he would stop and read in the library, he 
liked that a lot better. 

No. 3 started home and was coming fast 
when ‘he came to a bunch of fellows play- 
ing football, and he just stopped and played 
a little while, and he didn’t know it was 
so late; he meant to do his part. 

No. 4 came home and did the job, and 
got the pay for it. . 

Which fellow are you? Are you offer- 
ing Jesus Christ'an excuse? Or are you 
bearing fruit? 

Mopesto, CAL. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged ‘not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten illustrations the total number for 
any one lesson. 

All Souls, or Some?—And there was 
gathered unto him a great multitude (Mark 
4:1). Another piece of news will interest 
those who write the history of the “Chris- 
tian” church. The fashionable All Souls 
Episcopal Church in New York was pad- 
locked because its rector insisted on allow- 
ing Negroes to come in and hear him 
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preach. The respectable vestry demanded 
separate services for colored and whites, 
and padlocked the door, Bishop Manning, 
head of the Episcopal Church in New 
York, much to his credit ordered the locks 
broken, entered with 200 colored people 
following him, and preached. All Souls 
seems to be the wrong name for that church 
since it would refuse religious teaching to 
souls which happen to be locked up in 
black skins. The name of the church should 
be changed to Some Souls.—From. Arthur 
Brisbane, in Toledo Blade. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


A Result of His Sowing.—There went 
out @ sower to sow (v. 3). During the 
Civil War, a man on horseback suddenly 
found himself confronted with a soldier on 
sentry guard. The soldier pointed his gun 
at the other man’s breast and said, “Halt! 
Who goes there?” “A friend,” he replied. 
“Approach, friend, and give the password.” 
“Lincoln,” confidently said the man on 
horseback. There was a dead silence — for 
it was the wrong password! At length the 
soldier said slowly and solemnly, “It is the 
wrong password. If I did not know who 
you were, your life would pay the penalty 
of the mistake. At the risk of my own 
life, I spare yours. Go back and get the 
right word.” The man on_ horseback 
thanked the soldier warmly and rode away, 
returning with the right password, “Mas- 
sachusetts.” “Pass on, all’s well,” was the 
immediate reply from the sentry. “I can- 
not pass,” said the rider, “till I have given 
you a message. At the risk of your life, 
you spared mine. Have you the right 
password for Heaven?” “Yes, sir, I have.” 
“Wihet; tectte? .-**Jesus:.-Ghrist,’ sir.” 
“Where did you learn that?” “In your 
Sunday-school long ago in Pennsylvania, 
sir.” God has said, “So shall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 
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Trained Ears.—He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear (v. 9). What trained 
ears a captain needs! To hear the different 
signals in a fog and so know his position. 
To hear and read an echo. A ship was in 
a fog on one of the Canadian lakes. The 
captain’s face suddenly became tense, then 
perplexed. He rang for slowed engines, 
then for reversed engines. The whistle 
shrieked, but no answer came. “There’s 
something dead ahead,” he declared, “I get 
an echo from something.” Just then’ the 
foz lifted a little, and not ten feet from 
the bow was a huge steel scow which 
had broken loose from harbor and drifted. 
A landsman said he had heard no echo. 
The captain chuckled. “It’s a matter of an 
educated hearing. God gave us ears, but 
we don’t always train them.”—Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Fast Colors.—And so endure but for a 
time (v. 17). In the early days, when 
fabrics were made and dyed at home, it 
was not always easy to get a fast color. A 
good Quaker father inscribed under the 
record of his child’s birth this quaintly 
worded petition: “And fit her for her long 
journey, O Lord, with virtues that will 
wash.”—From Forward. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Is Prosperity a Blessing ?—The cares of 
this world, and the deceitfulness of riches 
. . « choke the word, and it becometh un- 
fruitful (v. 19). The depression hasn’t 
hurt the sale of Bibles — 1931 was ninety- 
eight per cent over 1930. When he is pros- 
perous the average man thinks he can take 
care of himself and do a good job of it. 
He wants little advice; he is not humble; 
he has no time for reflection about his 
shortcomings. When times are bad he 
turns somewhere for help to get out of the 
pit. He goes back to the Bible— from 
which he will speedily depart when he gets 
out of the red—From Grove Patterson, 
in Toledo Blade. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 





The Golden Text in Song 





John 15:8 









Solo 








so shall ye be my dis-ci - ples, 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


Here-in is my Fa-ther glo-ri-fied, that ye bear much fruit, that ye bear much fruit; , 


Harmony 





so shall ye be my dis - ci - ples. 


Copyright, 1933, by Robert Harkness. International copyright secured. 


Robert Harkness is the editor of The Sacred Musician, a new sacred music magazine — published 
monthly — featuring new vocal and instrumental music — in addition to timely informative articles 
and storiés. Subscriptions are $2 a year in U. S. A., $2.50 in Canada, $3 in all other countries. Sample 
copy 25 cents. Mail subscriptions to The Sacred Musician, P. O. Box 204, South Pasadena, Calif. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times _ staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


HICH of the first three soils represent 
lost people? 
2. One of Satan’s chief activities is de- 
scribed here; what is it? 


What is Satan’s ob ae main method 
of Staking away the Word” 


4. What is the best way to meet destructive 
criticism of the Word? 


5. What constitutes depth of soil —or the 
lack of it—=#in the first class of hearers? 


6. What famous passages in the Revelation 
give warnings similar to the warnings of the 
parable of the sower? 


7. What other passages in the Bible are 
recalled by the parable of the sower? 


8. What other parables give similar’ warn- 
ings ? 

9. Did Christ teach that those sown by the 
wayside and on the rock and among thorns 
were hopeless and could not be saved? 


10. What additional help is in Matthew’s 
record toward understanding our Lord’s quo- 
tation from Isaiah in Mark 4: 12? 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast been so very patient with us! Thou 
hast through thy Word given us light and 
life, and yet that which thou hast given has 
so often fallen upon unfavorable ground. The 
seed is the Word, and thou hast provided every 
kind of cultivation for the seed, but so often 
in our own hearts there has been no response. 
Lord, we thank thee that thou hast not taken 
away from us the great privilege of knowing 
thy will and thy ways and thy merciful pro- 
vision for us through this precious Word of 
thine. We pray thee that we may be more 
readily receptive for the seed that thou dost 
sow in our hearts. Help us not to be stony 
or hard, not to be thorny or careless, but may 
we form good ground for the cultivation of 
thy spiritual gifts, so that thy name may be 
glorified, and our service in the world made 
fruitful and full of .blessing to those about us. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—In that crowd by 
the seaside to whom the Lord Jesus was 
speaking there must have been all these 
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four kinds of ground. Some were hard 
like a path through the fields over which 
many people had traveled, packed down 
hard as a footway, a wayside where the 
seed was easily caught away by the birds. 
Others were like the stony ground, others 
like the thorny places where the growing 
seed would be choked off by the thorns 
crowding in upon it. Then, too, there must 
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have been some who were good ground, 
and who would hear what the Lord was 
teaching, and in whose lives there would 
spring up this seed which he was planting 
there. I wonder what ground you and I 
are today? Would we be willing to ask 
the Lord to show us just where we have 
been wrong in the way in which we listen 
to his Word? Are we just taking it for 
granted as a commonplace thing, or have 
we gained from it that which was intended 
to spring up into a new life of service, so 
that we might be fruitful to do his will? 
Look well at the blackboard today, ask 
yourself which kind of ground you repre- 
sent, and let us all pray that we may be 
like the good ground in which God does 
plant seed that will bear fruit and become 
a blessing to others. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Today’s Thought: What kind of heart- 
soil have I? 


1. The story of four hearts. 
2. Bible illustrations. 


ODAY we are going to hear a story 

that the Lord Jesus told. It is called 
a parable. Do you know what that is? 
It is a story with a meaning hidden in it. 
Let us all read verses 1 to 13 together 
and then see if we can find out the hidden 
meaning before we read the Lord Jesus’ 
explanation. He is so kind, he has told 
us what it really means, so that we can 
be quite sure. 

After reading the first half of the lesson, 
and before discussing it with the children, 
let them all repeat the Memory Verse as 
a prayer. If you have very young chil- 
dren in your class, it would be better to 
tell the story in your own words, as vividly 
as possible. When and where did the Lord 
Jesus tell this story? In the autumn, two 
years after he began his public ministry, 
by the Sea of Galilee. Bring out strongly 
that Satan is no myth but a very real per- 
son, who hates us and plans for our ruin. 
But God loves us and has planned our 
redemption. 

We might call this the story of four 
hearts. Tell the children to see if they 
can find out which one they have. It is 
the kind of soil in our hearts that mat- 
ters most—the Sower (the Lord Jesus) 
cannot fail, the Seed (the Word of God) 

cannot fail. Begin discussion like this: A 
farmer has servants who go out to work 
in his fields with him. Now I am one of 
the servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
as the farmer sends his servants, so he has 
sent me to sow seed in your hearts. Who 
can tell me what the seed is? Yes, 
what I tell you out of the Bible (cf. Luke 
8:11). But some of the soil in the par- 
able was not good, and only the seed which 
fell into good soil grew up and turned into 
beautiful and useful plants. I wonder what 
kind of soil there is in your hearts. 

Describe realistically each kind of heart, 
illustrated by Bible characters. .The heart 
soils might be described as: 1: 


1. Hard.—Illustrated by Judas. ‘ His 


- thoughts were centered ‘on self, which is 


very hard ground, so when the: seed’ was 


it is, 
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sown it did not get in, and Satan found 
it easy to snatch it away. His was a Stub- 
born Heart. 


2. Shallow.—Illustrated by King Agrippa 
(Acts 26: 28). He cared too much about 
the things he would have to give up if he 
became a Christian. The seed sank in a 
little way, but could not reach down its 
roots. His was a Superficial Heart. 


3. Thorny.—Illustrated by Ananias and 
Sapphira. They: were deceived by the 
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riches of this world (1 Tim. 6:10). The 
seed had got in, but it became choked 
end could not grow up. Theirs were 
Strangled Hearts. 


4. Soft, deep, and clean.—Illustrated by 
Paul. He heard the Word, and received 
it, and the seed -was able to’ get in; and 
down, and came up again, “bearing much 
fruit” (John 15:8). His. was a Saved 
Heart. 


All heard. the Word —all hear in school 
today. Let.us. ask the Lord. Jesus to, give 
us hearts. like the last. one. 


Expression Work 


Draw four hearts on the blackboard, 
writing in them the names -of.the different 
soils, and. encourage the. children to. tell 
you what happens to the seed. sown in each. 


York, Enc. 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Hearing The Teacher with Mark — Patt I 
How do your girls -hear? 

OTE that this and our next lesson 

are really two parts of one whole. 
Let us plan to teach them as above sug- 
gested. ‘Fhe Teacher himself puts the em- 
phasis. upon hearing his teaching: first, 
how we hear it, and second, what we hear. 
Let us follow him, then, with our hearers. 

As to Mark’s actually hearing these 
parables of our Lord’s, notice carefully the 
tenth verse of this fourth chapter. There 
were others, besides the Twelve, who heard 
even Jesus’ explanation of the parables, and 
certainly Mark might have been one of 
those “that were about him” then, as well 
as among that “great multitude” gathered 
on the seashore to listen as the Lord taught 
from the boat. 

Have your girls read this parable of 
the sower aloud. Then ask them whether 
the difference in the harvest lay in the kind 
of seed sown or the kind of soil in which 
it was sown. Even your thoughtless ones 
will see but one answer to that question, so 
the only thing to consider is the difference 
in the “hearing.” Remember that the 
“crops” varied from a total loss of even 
the seed itself to the good hundredfold. 
Notice carefully our Lord’s own words in 
referring to “these” that hear—and how 
they hear. 


(1) The first class of hearers does not 
retain the Word long enough for it to 
sprout, so. hard is the soil of their souls 
and so open to Satan’s quick removal of all 
truth. Have you a girl in that group? 
Let her think honestly and prayerfully. 


(2) The-second listeners readily receive 
the. message, but take it so lightly that 
any difficulty or trial due to its teaching in 
their lives makes them give it up just 
as readily. How many such hearers has 
the Word today — have you any? 


(3) The third type receives the Truth 
into fruitful soil, but along with it these 
listeners allow to grow, or even cherish 
in their lives, the worries of the day, the 
pleasure of being rich, and passions for 
other things which are themselves so pro- 
ductive of ‘interest that they choke out all 
interest in the fruits of the Word. Ah, 
here we find: most of the young people who 
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hear this Truth week after week, year after 
year, without ever bringing to harvest any 
of its good fruits! Weymouth translates 
“the lusts of other things” this way: “The 
excessive pursuit of other objects,”: which 
will explain that clause to your girls, per- 
haps. Even when such “objects” are en- 
tirely good in themselves their “excessive 
pursuit” will surely prevent the Word of 
Gospel Truth from bearing its own fruits 
in any life. 

(4) Have you jany hearers .in this happy 
eompany who do receive the seed in good 
ground, and give it full right of way in their 
hearts and lives, so that they are the “hun- 
dredfold” harvest the Great Sower has a 
right to expect from his sowing? 


Home Study 


Read, and ponder the. other records . of 
this same parable: Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 
and Luke 8: 4-15. What kind of hearer 
are you? 


Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Highway robbery. 
Discussion: Teacher, the stage is set here 
for a real discussion. Encourage the fel- 
lows to say what is in their minds, and if 
correction is needed, deal with it patiently 
and frankly. Pray with them. 

Objective: Resist the robber (2 Tim. 1: 
13, 14). 











AY, fellows, the man who sticks a gun 

in your face and holds you up on the 
highway, taking your money, is doing you 
a kindness, compared to one who would rob 
you of the priceless heritage of the Truth 
as it is in Christ Jesus. 

This atrocious Truth robber is described 
by our Lord in the parable of The Sower, 
and he calls him by his name — Satan. 
“And these are they by the way side, where 
the word is sown; but when they have 
heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh 
away the word that was sown in their 
hearts” (Mark 4:15). 

Satan has many devices to wreck the 
faith of the youth of today. Here is one 
of them very definitely named by the Lord. 
Satan is alert, and when he sees a fellow 
receiving the Truth and weighing it in his 
mind, he sneaks up and snatches it away 
before it can sink into the heart. It is a 
devilishly clever move; he nips it in the 
bud. At another time the Lord Jesus said: 
“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 
that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly” (John 10: 
10). 

Satan has two ways of doing his dirty 
work: one is direct, and very subtle. The 
other way is indirect, working through a 
fellow’s acquaintances—even his friends 
—and this is also very subtle. He used 
both methods on Jesus, and of course failed 
(Matt. 4: 1-11 and 16:23); but he is mak- 
ing deadly havoc today among the youth of 
our land with his indirect method, for he 
is incarnating himself in the teachers in 
high schools, colleges, and . universities. 
This is jas clever a-program as Satan has 
ever followed, for if he can nip in the bud 
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the faith of our. young people today, he 
is assured of:a generation of atheists and 
infidels tomorrow. 

Fellows, the editors have cut my space, 
so it, is impossible for me to deal here as 
I would like to do. with this menace which 
threatens not only your peace and happiness 
in this life, but would destroy your im- 
mortal soul; but let me suggest to you at 
least’ one thing.-- When -your professor 
tells you that the Bible is.a bundle of fairy 
stories; ‘that- the Word of God: (only he 
won't call it that!) is. out of date and not 
a practical guide for this modern'and ad- 
vanced age ;:when he makes-fun of this old 
Book: that ‘has: stood the test of the ages 
and has never been successfully refuted: by 
any honest science or so-called science, nor 
by any human philosophy or logic; when 
he scorns the Book that: has-been the bul- 
wark of the faith of the greatest- charac- 
ters of history — the: faith by which’ they 
lived their great lives and by which they 
died victoriously happy deaths, with their 
testimony to its truth upon their lips; when 
they try to wreck your faith in the im- 
pregnable Rock of God’s Word — you ask 
them what they can offer to take its place? 
Insist upon an answer; and if they attempt 
one, ask them to demonstrate. A _ profes- 
sor should be able to demonstrate his the- 
ories. "Make him show how his philosophy 
has worked in his own experience, or in 
the experience of any other man — for sat- 
isfaction. He will be unable to do it. 

Then you give him the Word: . “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day” (2 
Tim, 1:12). 

GREENSBORO, N. C. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for February 12) 


1. The first two would certainly represent 
lost people. 


The purpose of the parable is not to deter- 
mine who are lost and saved, but to warn 
all against the first three kinds of hearing and 
to stir all to fruit-bearing. 


2. Taking away the Word that is sown. 
3. By efforts to discredit it “intellectually.” 


4. By quoting the Word itself. (See Heb. 
4:12 and Isa. 55: 10, 11.) 


5. See Matthew 13:19, where our Lord 
says a lack of understanding of what has 
been heard prevents receiving it into the 
heart, and makes it easily lost. How much 
hearing in our Sunday-school classes is of 
this exact kind — without understanding ! 

6. The letters to the seven churches in Rev- 
elation 2 and 3. Note the call to “Hear!” 
Note Revelation 3: 3. 

7. The message of our Lord on fruit-bear- 
ing in John 15. The message of Paul in 1 
Corinthians 3: 1-15. 


8. Compare the parables of the Talents and 
the Pounds. 


9. No, he gave the parable for the very 
purpose of warning us against such danger 
and in order that we might repent and receive 
the seed into good ground. Compare the let- 
ters to the churches in the Revelation. 


10. Note Matthew 13:14 and 15, giving 
our Lord’s own introduction of this quotation. 


We may comfortably trust God with our 
safety, while we carefully keep to our. duty. 
If God be our guide, he will be our guard. 
—Matthew Henry, im the Keswick Calen- 
dar. 
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4 Children at Home 


Puff Adder 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


E WERE on the heights above 

Pocono Lake. The woods were full 
of painted trillium, foam flowers, amethyst 
rhodora, and the cream-white blossoms of 
the hobblebush, while beside the brook 
were marsh marigolds like gold coins fresh 
from the mint of May. 

Beside the trail lay a great hutnmock 
where a buried tree trunk marked the path 
which a cyclone had torn through the 
forest a century ago. Above it was a mist 
of moose wood blossoms with their long, 
snowy petals and green-sanguine leaves. 
Suddenly, from the side of the little bank 
a blue gleam caught my eye. There in a 
tiny cup of woven, red-brown pine needles 
encircled by dry dark-green moss, gleamed 
four turquoise eggs. 

In front of the nest was a low bank 
laced with the green leaves and red berries of 
the partridge vine, while above arched blue- 
berry branches and sprays of ground pine. 

Years later, in Canada, under a _ tiny 
spruce tree I found another hermit thrush’s 
nest lined with bright red rootlets, fine as 
hair. That same day I found the nest of 
an olive-backed thrush, lined with porcu- 
pine hair, containing five blue eggs mottled 
with red-brown, and the rare feather-lined 
home of the yellow palm warbler, the first 
warbler we see in spring migration with 
his sunshine-yellow breast, maroon crown, 
and tilting tail. 
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That day among the Poconos was full 
of adventures. Later in the morning we 
found the square, mortised holes which the 
great pileated woodpecker, the logcock of 
the North, cuts out of the living wood. 
Unfortunately we did not see the bird 
itself, which is nearly as large as a crow 
and has a cardinal-red crest. 

Later on we glimpsed the Brewster 
warbler, that rare cross between a golden- 
winged and a blue-winged warbler. It was 
a gray-blue bird with a yellow head-patch 
and two yellow wing-bars, one large the 
other small. 

Unfortunately I identified it as a female 
myrtle warbler and was put to shame by 
my better informed companions, Lagging 
behind in disgrace, I suddenly heard a 
shout from one of my friends ahead. 

“Hurry up!” he called. ‘“Here’s a cobra 
waiting for you.” 

Under this inducement I made haste and 
when I reached the group they were stand- 
ing before a bloated, fearsome snake. With 
head flattened, the serpent was striking and 
hissing, the very embodiment of blind, ven- 
omous fury. 

I may not know a Brewster warbler, but 
I do know a good bit about American puff 
adders, and saw a chance to retrieve my- 
self. 

“Stand back,” said I, with a noble ges- 
ture, approaching the apparently infuriated 
reptile. My companions willingly made 
way for me. . 

Paying no attention to their warnings, 
I stretched out my hand toward the snake. 
He promptly struck it, to the horror of my 
friends, who did not observe that he kept 
his mouth tight shut, as is the fashion of 
puff adders. 

Then I tapped the back of his flattened 
head with my forefinger. Instantly the 
puff adder stopped hissing, the flattened 
head and bloated body resumed their natu- 
ral size, and the snake turned over on his 
back and lay seemingly dead. When I 
picked him up he never moved, but a few 
minutes later, after he had been laid down 
again on the ground, he suddenly raised 
his head and viewed the landscape. Seeing 
nothing alarming he started slowly for the 
nearest thicket. When I caught him he no 
longer puffed or hissed or struck, but acted 
like the really harmless snake which he is. 
My friends were so impressed by the ex- 
hibition that my mistakes were forgotten. 

The puff adder, who really ought to be 
called the bluff adder, is a gifted actor, and 
always tries first to frighten humans away 
by pretending to be a deadly snake. If 
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that is not effective, he pretends to be 
dead. He has no fangs, and is really a 
harmless, useful snake. 


HaAverForD, Pa, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Feb. 19. Why Marriages Succeed or Fail. Eph. 
$31, 2, 25-29. 

Feb. 26. How Can We Make Christ Attractive 
to New Americans? Acts 2: 1-11. 

Mar. 5. Discovering Jesus’ Principles for Our 
Lives. Matt. 5 : 1-9, 21-24. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 





Sunday, February 12 


When Is Friendship Christian? 
(Acts 9 : 26, 27; John 15 : 13) 





Mon.—Friendly acts (Acts 28:1, 2). 

Tues.—A friend in need (Luke 10 : 30-35). 

Wed.—Great generosity (Gen. 50: 15-21). 

Thurs.—Principles of friendship (1 Cor. 13 : 
I-13). 

Fri—A test of friendship (Luke 6 : 31-35). 

Sat.—Help in need (1 John 3 : 11-18). 











How can we show Christian friendship? 


Should friends be frank about each other’s 
faults? Why? 


Why should friendship be tactful? 


HEN John Huss of Bohemia was on 

his way to the stake, an old friend 
stepped forth from the throng of onlookers, 
and, without a word, gave him a powerful 
grip of the hand. It was a daring and 
brave act, for thus to show friendship with 
the “heretic” might easily have meant 
death. Huss turned and said that only God 
and himself knew what that handclasp 
meant to him in that supreme hour. Here 
was the understanding and sympathy of 
friendship. 

ye 

In our Scripture lesson, Paul was in a 
difficult place. He had turned his back 
on his old time associates and had come 
out foursquare for Christ. He had wit- 
nessed to the saving power of Christ and 
had boldly preached him in the synagogues 
of Damascus. 

Yet when he came to Jerusalem the 
Christians there, who knew only his evil 
reputation as a persecutor of believers, 
were afraid to trust him. It was not until 
Barnabas stood up and told the circum- 
stances of Paul’s conversion and of his 
witnessing in Damascus that the Jerusa- 
lem Christians received Paul. 

Barnabas staked his own reputation to 
vouch for this new believer. He showed 
the unselfishness of friendship, for he had 
nothing to gain, personally, and everything 
to lose, if Paul should have proved un- 
worthy. 

4 

The Lord Jesus himself names the 
supreme act of friendship in our second 
Scripture lesson in John 15:13. It is the 
self-sacrifice of friendship,—the willing- 
ness to lay down one’s life, if need be, for 
a friend. 

The Lord’s words are all the more sig- 
nificant when we remember that they were 
spoken only a short time before he laid 


























Lesson for February 12 


down his life, not only for his friends but 
for his enemies. “For scarcely for a right- 
eous man will one die: yet peradventure 
for a good man some would even dare to 
die. But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:7, 8). 


4 

But our topic asks, “When is friend- 
ship Christian?” It is well to recognize 
that it is possible for friendship to be 
Christ like and not Christian. It is pos- 
sible for men and women to imitate, to 
a degree, qualities they see in the life of 
the Lord Jesus as portrayed in the Gospels, 
and yet not have his life in them. 

One of the secondary effects of Chris- 
tianity in the world has been to soften 
men’s hearts and to make them more kindly 
and considerate of their fellow men. The 
prevalence of hospitals, homes for the aged, 
and other benevolent enterprises is proof 
of this. Not all have been instituted or 
maintained by Christians. Yet they did 
not exist prior to Christianity’s spread. 

So men have acquired from exposure to 
Christian teaching and example new ideals 
of friendship urtil those who have never 
accepted Christ as Saviour nevertheless 
often show Christlike qualities of friend- 
ship. The sad part of it is that sometimes 
they even put to shame those who profess 
to know and serve Christ. 


ye 

Yet to be truly Christian, friendship 
must be Christ empowered, Christ con- 
trolled, and Christ directed. True Christian 
friendship is possible only in a life that is 
yielded to the Lordship of Christ. In 
human strength, Christian friendship is 
utterly impossible. It is a miracle, just as 
true Christian living is a miracle. But it 
is a blessedly possible miracle when we let 
Christ rule in our hearts by faith. 


sé 


We have but to read 1 Corinthians 13 to 
see some of the miraculous qualities of 
Christian friendship: 

Love, — the love of Christ, not lové for 
Christ, — in the heart suffers long, and is 
kind (v. 4). We may know something of 
suffering long, but do we show unfailing 
kindness with it? How easy it is to lose 
patience with friends when they do not 
please us! 

Love never pushes self forward or boasts 
(v. 4). Yet all too often our friends are 
the ones who have to put up with our self- 
assertiveness. Others will not. 

Love thinks no evil, and finds no pleasure 
in misfortunes that come to others (vs. 5, 
6). How ready are we to believe the worst 
of friends? Have we never felt that secret 
satisfaction that comes sometimes when 
friends reap the consequences of having 
wronged us or of having done that of 
which we disapproved? 

ye 

And so we might go on seeing many 
other miracle qualities in God’s standard 
of friendship, the only true Christian 
friendship. Here is included absolute truth- 
fulness or frankness between friends, —a 
frankness that is not afraid to speak when 
necessary, yet one that will not thrust 
itself in, or wound when not absolutely 
necessary. Here, too, is the loving tact 
that thinks ‘first and always of the other’s 
feelings, that never speaks or acts hastily 
or thoughtlessly. 
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But it is not enough to look at God’s 
standard. The great question for us is, 
“Do I want the power to measure up to 
it?” It is ours for the taking, if we are 
willing to yield ourselves absolutely to his 
control and will trust him to live his mir- 
acle life in and through us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 6 to 12 


Mon.—Mark 4:1-9. Parable of the Sower. 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: The nature of 
seed is to produce. Productivity depends 
upon the character and nature of the soil. 
One plot of ground had seed on it but not 
in it. Another had seed without root. 
Another had root without fruit. But fruit 
with increase in grace, as in nature, comes 
when good seed falls into good ground. 
This parable is a mirror. What does it 
reveal to you concerning yourself? Pray 
for North Africa. The North African Em- 
pire is developing rapidly. It lies in the 
path of prophetic destiny. Missionaries in 
South Tunisia are penetrating hitherto 
unreached villages and strategic centers oc- 
cupied by Moslems. 


-Tues.—Mark 4: 10-20. Meaning of the Parable. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The reception of 
the Word of God guarantees further en- 
richment in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. “It 
is given unto you to know ... but to them 
it is not given” (Matt. 13:11). Where 
there is no reception there is no revelation. 
But where there is good reception there is 
productivity and corresponding fruitage. 
Pray for evangelistic labors among the 
Chaouia Berbers, North. Africa, — descend- 
ants of the Christians of St. -Augustine’s 
Church. Few. governmental restrictions 
hinder work in this territory. 


Wed.—Nehemiah 8:1-8. Hearing the Word. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Hearing the Word 
of God with attention is a fundamental 
spiritual necessity. Salvation, restoration, 
growth, and development in spirituality 
come through hearing the Word. “The 
ears of all the people were attentive unto 
the book of the law” (v. 3). Eve’s inat- 
tention to God’s Word led to her fall. In 
reply to Satan she left out two words 
which have become the backbone of the 
Gospel invitation. She left out the words 
— “every” and “freely.” “Take heed how 
ye hear” —“Take heed what ye hear” — 
“He that hath an ear let him: hear.” Pray 
for the Gospel in the Saharan oases. Mod- 
ern transport facilities enable missionaries 
to improve the opportunity of spreading 
the Word of Life. Pray for all who are 
undertaking this happy arduous labor for 
the Lord Jesus. 
Thurs.—Psalm 119 : 97-106. 

The Word Enlightening. 

Prayer SuGcEsTIons: A man taught of 
God becomes wise with the wisdom of God. 
Joseph taught Pharaoh’s senators wisdom; 
Daniel was wiser than all the wise men of 
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Babylon; and the Psalmist could say: 
“Thou ... hast made me wiser than mine 
enemies. . . . I have more understanding 
than all my teachers. . . . I understand 
more than the ancients, because I keep 
thy precepts” (vs. 98-100). God’s Word 
gives understanding and illuminates every 
true and false way. For us is hid, in Christ 
the Living Word, all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge. Tribal unrest in South 
Morocco continues, but pioneer mission- 
aries are perfecting plans for evangelization 
of that territory as soon as it subsides. 
Pray that God who maketh wars to cease, 
and giveth peace, may open this important 
door to the Gospel. 


Fri.—John 17: 11-21. The Word Sanctifying. 

Prayer SuccestTions: The divinely pro- 
vided means used for the progressive sanc- 
tification of the people of God is the Word 
of God used by the Spirit of God. “Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth” (v. 17). The outworking of the 
salvation of God’s people is through the 
Spirit and the Word. “God hath from the 
beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth” (2 Thess. 2:13). Pray for mis- 
sionaries in the wild region of Djurjura 
Mountains, Morocco, Africa, where forty- 
five villages have already been evangelized. 
This is called one of the hardest fields. 
Recently missionaries were received by 
Moslems with great courtesies. 


Sat.—Matthew 7 : 24-29. Building on the Word. 

Prayer SuGcestions: The Word of the 
Lord Jesus is rock truth, The man who 
builds on Christ — The Rock —is safe for 
time and for eternity. He is the unshak- 
able foundation. He saves from the 
stormy blast. While the sandy foun- 
dations devised by the natural man are 
crumbling all about us, the Church rests 
upon the immovable foundation of his eter- 
nal promise. “When all around my soul 
gives way, his Word is all my hope and 
stay.” Pray for the evangelistic advance 
prayerfully undertaken by the South Africa 
General Mission in the region between 
Natal and Angola. New villages have been 
opened to the Gospel, and already there has 
been very remarkable blessing. 


Sun.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. 
Cleansing Power of the Word. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God’s Word is the 
laver for a soiled soul. “Ye are clean 
through the word” (John 15:3). The 
Word cleanses the motives, the methods, 
and the manners of those who are influ- 
enced by its truth. Most of the heroes of 
faith early in life experienced cleansing by 
taking heed to God’s Word. Joseph, Joshua, 
Samuel, David, and Daniel are luminous 
examples of the cleansing power of the 
Scriptures in youthful hearts. A daily 
washing by the Word is the privilege of 
the Christian. Pray for spiritual guidance 
of a native movement toward Christ now 
on in the territory in West Africa occupied 
by the Sudan United Mission. Years of 
labor and prayer are now bringing rich 
fruitage. Hundreds of converts are under 
instruction, 


Study God’s Word to remove obstruc- 
tions that keep God and thee asunder, or 
to supply some uniting power to -bring 
God and thee together.—Rev. Richard 
Cecil; in the Keswick Calendar. 


























Lesson for February 12 


A Message from the 
Great Commission Prayer League 


S THE Great Commission Prayer 
A League enters its twenty-third year 

of prayer-promoting revival-seeking 
ministry, we invite you to share the retro- 
spective and prospective views that are 
ours. 

How God’s grace has enabled the League 
to carry on during these years, and how 
blessed its ministries, are witnessed to 
once again as we enter the portals of a 
new year. 

Thomas E. Stephens, the beloved founder 
of the League, has gone to be with his 
Lord; but the great flame of prayer for 
the revival of prayer in the Body of Christ 
sweeps around the world enkindling the 
hearts of new thousands. He desired to 
see at least fifty thousand intercessors 
“which could keep rank.” He lived to see 
more than that number enrolled. 

One day as he listened to a powerful 
sermon by the former Home Director of 
the China Inland Mission; Dr.’ Henry W. 
Frost, he saw at a glance the whole re- 
vival-promoting work of the League. It 
was to be a League of Christians, without 
regard to denominational affiliations, who 
were longing to carry out the Lord’s last 
Commission. The way to accomplish this 
was directly through the pathway of a 
world-wide prayer revival. He set his face 
to seek the Lord by prayer for this, and 
to enlist others to pray for it who would 
in. turn enlist yet others. It was his 
thought that members in this fellowship 
should have opportunity to request prayer 
for themselves and for unsaved friends. 
That tracts, leaflets, and bulletins issued by 
the Great. Commission Prayer League 
should be distributed without fees or dues, 
as the Lord made provision for that pur- 
pose. Members would be remembered in 
prayer daily, having in mind their equip- 
ment for the spiritual ministries of soul- 
winning and of promoting prayer for 
revival. To this work thus conceived 
Thomas E. Stephens gave himself *with 
joyful, self-sacrificing devotion. 

A total of more than 250,000 confessions 
of Christ have already been reported to 
this office, brought about under God in 
answer to prayer. 

Millions of pages of tracts, leaflets, 
and bulletins on prayer have been mailed 
to members upon their request. 

Funds for this movement are received 
in answer to prayer from God’s people 
united with us in this ministry. 

Seven principles laid down by Thomas E. 
Stephens have guided the League’s labors 
during these years. They are as follows: 


1. The exaltation of Christ rather than 
any human name. 


2. Full devotion to the vital doctrines of 
the Word of God. 

3. The showing of the Spirit of Christ to 
all similar movements and every 
evangelical church, without “entang- 
ling alliances.” 

4. Strict avoidance of debt, commercial- 
ism, and fleshly ambition. 

5. Its methods to be kept open to the 
members of the Body of Christ. 

6. All correspondence kept as a sacred 
trust. 

7..No -personal or. public appeals for 
money on behalf of the League. 
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Upon these solid Scriptural principles 
the Great Commission Prayer League con- 
tinues its work of calling new thousands 
of Spirit-filled, God-directed co-interces- 
sors to promote a revival of prayer. 

From every part of the world a cry to 
Heaven is rising, the name of the Lord 
Jesus and his merit are pleaded in prayer, 
that God will revive us again. Spirit- 
taught Christians are yearning for bless- 
ings from the Lord. Let that cry continue. 
Let our hearts cry out day and night 
without ceasing. We have no one else to 
go to for help. We cannot let God go until 
he blesses us. 

Shall we not unitedly prove him at this 
time? Shall we not make this new year 
the mightiest year in the fellowship of the 
Great Commission Prayer League? 

As prayer conferences in cities, east and 
west, are opening the way to call in new 
thousands to prayer for revival, and new 
appeals for prayer will go out over the 
radio and through the press to many more, 
we would use the words of a call from 
our departed founder: “Let the prayer 
closet be used and the Word be studied 
as never before. Let city, state, and 
national prayer conferences be called, in 
which prayer shail be the theme, and even 
more the practice. Brother, the hour is strik- 
ing. God is calling. Hosts of intercessors are 
already praying. The Church is waiting. 
Souls are perishing. Will you come up to the 
help of the Lord? Will you help call the 
whole Church to prayer, and keep calling 
until the cry of the Church is as the cry 
of one man: ‘Oh, that Thou wouldest rend 
the heavens, that -Thou wouldest come 
down!” God will answer with a spiritual 
awakening that will sweep the earth, and 
the joy of heaven will know no bounds.”— 
Great Commission Prayer League, 808 N. 
La Salle Street, Chicago. 
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Would you like to be in 








The luxurious M/V Vulcania of the Italian Lines 


A new Travel Institute Tour 
All expenses—only $455 


ERUSALEM on Easter! The goal 
of devout pilgrims for centuries! 
And now you, too, can go. You, too, 
can tread the very ways made sacred 
by the feet of Christ, can climb the 
Mount of Olives, can meditate in the 
Garden. You, too, can bein Jerusalem 
on this gladdest of all days. What 
memories to carry with you the rest 
of your life! What an inspiration to 
greater service! 


The opportunity for this blessed ex- 
perience has been brought to you 
through The Travel Institute of Bible 
Research. A wonderful trip has been 
planned at amazingly low prices. Only 
$455 pays all expenses (excepting 
gratuities on shipboard) for six whole 
weeks of rest and travel through the 
Mediterranean, Egypt, and the Holy 
Land. 


I¢ all is so easy and inexpensive. 
The bothersome details of travel have 
all been taken care of for you through 
the world-wide facilities of SIM- 
MONS TOURS. All travel problems 
have been solved before you meet 
them. 


From the time you step aboard the 
palatial liner ‘‘ Vulcania’’ (on which 
the party will travel Tourist) of the 
Italian Lines on MARCH 24Th, and 
settle back in restful ease in your 
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deck chair, all cares are forgotten— 
all worries laid aside. When you go 
ashore at North African and Medi- 
terranean ports, you find that all 
arrangements have been made in ad- 
vance. In Egypt and in the Holy 
Land, too, the way has been pre- 
pared. It is almost as simple and 
easy as visiting a friend in a neighbor- 
ing town. 


Since early in 1927, when The 
Travel Institute of Bible Research 
was founded, nearly 1,000 earnest 
Christians have been blessed with 
the incomparable inspiration of Bible 
Study under Institute instructors in 
the Holy Land. They will all testify 
to the benefits they have received 
from their trips. And now, at a lower 
cost than ever before, a similar op- 
portunity is offered to you. Do not 
pass it by. This trip differs in some 
particulars from the usual Travel In- 
stitute tours in that it affords as a very 
special objective the much coveted 
privilege of witnessing the Easter cere- 
monies in Jerusalem, while providing 
study opportunity on a less extended 
program. Find out today how you, 
too, can join this congenial group. 
Write today to THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times or send this coupon. Do not 
delay. Do it now. 


Send this coupon TODAY 
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